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Years ago when the nilling machinery was
not so eflicient, and when milling was car-
ried out with stoiie roliers, the offal, after
the flour had been extracted, was a very dif-
ferent commodity from what it is to-day.
At that time guite a big perceniage of meal
was left in the bran and pollard and sharps,
but to-day very little flour or meal is left
after the extraction of the flour. The hran
is the outside husk of the wheai grain or
berry, and although we speak of bran and
pollard to-day, there is very little difference
hetween the two. ractically he only dif-
ference is that the pollard iz ground very
tine, and the bran is not so fine. Ahout 72
per ¢enl. of flonr is supposed 1o be ex-
tracted from the wheat, about 20 per cent.
of bran and about 100 per cent. of pollard,
so the percentage of pollard is very small,
T am quite satisfied that the miliz do not get
that percentage of pollard to-day, T have
samples here and, if any member would like
to exomine them, he wil find tbat what T
have sald is correet.  Poillard contains o
large percentage of bran, the only difference
being that it is ground much finer; it has
to be run through a much finer sieve than
has the bran. To Clause 4 of the Bill is
attached a proviso as follows:—

T'rovided that the Governor max by regube-

tion amewd the said schedule by altering any
standard provided for therein, amd the sche-
dule us so amended shall have the snme foree
and effeet as if sueh an amendwent ind ben
anarted by this subscetion.
If this House passed the Bill containing
a schednle of the standard, with members
perhaps not too well satisfied with the stand-
ard, it would be peculiar to give the Gov-
ernor power directly afterwards to amend
the schedule and bring the amended schedule
into force without Parliament having had an
opportunity to say whether it approved of
the amendment or nol.  Subeinuse (2) of
Clause 4 provides that the Governor may,
by regulations—

require impurilies to be removad from bran,

pollard, and other food for stock by tln’unng,
seouring, or other process.

¥ do not know how on earth bran and pel-
lard ean be eleaned or seoured hy any pro-
cess whatsoever, However, there it is.
These are matters which =hould be removed
from the Bill. T do net wish o speak at
length now, because the whole measure will
need to be examined carefully in Committee.
I am prepared to vote for the zecond read-
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ing, hoping that the Bill may be got into
shape during the Committee stage.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 8.18 p.m.

Aegislative Hasembly,
Wednesday, 17th October, 1928.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

NOTICE OF QUESTION.

Mr. THOMSON: T give wotice that to-
morroew [ shall ask the Premier: Will he
request the Auditor General to indicate to
this House what, in his opinion, is the
correct amount that should he charged to
public salaries on revenue account, as per
his eriticism on page 38 of his report of
19272

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I think such a ques-
lion should be put through Mr. Speaker.

The Premier: Leave it tilf to-morrow;
L shall answer it.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Auditor General
is not under the control of the Government;
he iz under the contrel of Parliament, and
if Parliament desires information on the
lines suggested by the member for Katan-
ning, Mr. Speaker should be asked to get
into communieation with the Auditor Gen-
cral.

The Premier: We might bring him to the
bar of the House and cross-examine him!
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QUESTION—WOOROLOO SANATOR-
IUM, X-RAY PLANT.

Mr, SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Health: What is the approximate cost of
an X-ray plant suitable for Wooroloo Sana-
torium ¢

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH re-
plied: The estimated cost of an X-ray plant
suitable for Wooroloo Sanatorium is £1,200.

QUESTION—WATERSIDE WORKERS,
LICENSING,

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Government given any attention
to the legality or otherwise of the Federal
Government’s charging and accepting 1s.
per annum for registering lumpers on the
‘Fremantle wharf? 2, If not, will he im-
mediately confer with the Solicitor General,
obtain his opinion on the matter and give
the information to the Honse?

. The PREMIER replied: 1, The Govern-
ment have given the matter some considera-
ton, but find that the subject is primarily
one for the consideration of the parties con-
cerned in the dispute. 2, It is understood
that an opinion from eminent counsel is be-
ing secured in the Eastern States, and fur-
ther consideration has been deferred wuntil
the resuli is known.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
ness of ours.

It is no busi-

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.,

On motion by Mr. North, leave of absence
for two weeks granted to Mr. Mann (Perth)
on the ground of ill-health.

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Introduced by the Premier and read a
first time.

BILL—PEARLING ACT AMENDMENT

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—BUNBURY ELECTRIC LIGHT-
ING ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 3rd October.
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A, MeCallum—South Fremantle} [4.38]:

The Government take no exceplion to the
passing of this Bil. The facts have been

[ASSEMBLY.]

presented clearly by the member for Bun-
bury. In 1911 authority was given to the
council to borrow up to £15,000, and in
1924 it was inereased by £10,000, and now
the council is asking for an additional
£10,000,

Hon. G. Taylor: By Jove, it is getting
pretty high.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
aceounts show that the proposition is a pay-
ing concern. There is an aceumulated pro-
fit of £1,800 after meeting all charges.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Is there a sink-
ing fund?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
One regret I have is that the couneil intends
to change over from coal to oil fuel. The
new plant will be a erude oil process, as the
council complains that the cost of coal, with
freight ndded, is too high and that the
charges will be considerably reduced by in-
troducing a ernde oil plant. That is a mat-
ter purely for the council, which has shown
that it will be able to produce eurrent much
more cheaply with oil fuel. As the pro-
position appears to be a good business one,
the Government have no objection to offer
and the council should be able to make of
it a good payving eoncern.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; Mr. Withers in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Scction 4:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Will the
hon, member tell us if there is a sinking
fund, what the amount is and where if is
invested ?

Mr. Withers: T mentioned that when
moving the second reading of the Bill.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
aware of that, but T wish to be informed
now,

The Minister for Works: The sinking
fund amounting to £6,994 is in the Treasury.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sug-
gest thai the Bunbury council should make
a finaneial agreement with the State Gov-
ernment somewhat on the lines of the one
made by the State with the Federal Gov-
ernment, and then it would he able to get
its sinking fund teturned and avoid the
need for borrowing. That would mean the
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saving of a considerable amount of interest
to the eouncil. If it is rood for the State
tn make a Huanpeinl agreement with the
Commonwealih, surely it would he good to
apply the same methods to the Bunbury
conneil in its dealings with the State Gov-
ernment!

Mr. Withers: I prefer io have the Bill
passed in its present form.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But T
should like to know low the hon. member
views the suggestion.

Mr. WITHERS: If the Bill be passed.
the suggestion of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion ean receive consideration.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
ment cannoi refuse wvou,

Mr. WITHERS: I am grateful for the
sugwestion, and if it will be of benefit to the
couneil, it will be worthy of consideration.

The Govern-

Clause put and passed.

Title—agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—NAVIGATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL WATER SUPPLIES (Idon. J. Cun-
ningham—Kalgoorlie |4.43] in moving the
second reading said: The purpose of this
small Bill is to remedv a defect in the prin-
eipal Act of 1904 Under Seetion 31 of
that Act it is provided that owners of
steamships toust have their vessels sur-
veyed by shipwrighi and engipeer survey-
ors “appointed under the Aet.” When the
amending measure of 1926 was before Puar-
liament, the words ‘‘appointed under the
Act’’ were omitted; and the effect of the
omission is that owners of vessels conteud
they may call in shipwright and engineer
surveyors appointed under Part V., S-c-
tions 65 and G7, of the principal Act. Those
provistens were included to enable marine
surveyors to practice for the purpese ol
eargo hatches and insurance, hat not for
the purpose of annual inspection of hnlls,
boilers, or machinery, or for certifying sea-
worthiness, since in most ¢ases these sur-
veyors ave also interested parties from the
shipowners’ point of view. Under rhe ex-
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isting legislation the department have nu
eontrol whatever over these surveyors. The
depariwent work under the regulations
made by the British Board of Trade, and
those rezulations are amended by the board
from time to time. The amendwients are
senl oul to the various State Governments
with instructions that shipwright uud en-
vineer surveyvors shall be appeoinled only
by way of examination. It stands to rea-
i that the department adininistering the
Act, having no control over outside sur-
veyors, find the position diflicult.

Hon. Sir James Mitechell: We do not
want to conirol the surveyors. We only
want to know that they are gualified.

The MTNISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: A certain eontrol
is necessary for the reason already indi-
cated, that shipwright and engineer sur-
vevore appointed under Part V., Sections
65 and 67, of the prineipal Act are mostly
interested parlies from the shipowners’
point of view. Theyx are employed by the
vwners for the purpose of certifying the
scaworthiness of vessels leaving our ports.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: [ see.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: Henee the desira-
hlity and neecessity of having surveyors ap-
pointed under the proper authority, to en-
able the department administering the Act
to administer it in the best interests of all
concerned.  The regulations and instrue-
tions issned by the Board of Trade now
comprise no less than 140 pages of printed
matter, Shipwright and engineering sur-
veyors appuinted under the Act muost have
a knowledge of those instraetions, and of
the variations mnade fromt itime to time.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
140 pages?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPL1ES: Yes, 140 pages. It
cunnof: be expected that shipwright and en-
gineer survevors appointed for the pur-
pnse of eargo hatehes and insurance will
be as well qualified as survevors appointed
under the Act by examination, whose duty
it is to earry out the regulations of the
Board of Trade. | move—

That the Rill Le nwow read a seeand time.

Surely not

On motivn by Hon, Sir Jumes Migcheli,
debale adjourned.
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BILL—PROFITEERING PREVENTION.
In Commiltee.

Resumed from the 11th Oectober; Mr.,
Lutey in the Chair, the Minister for Jus-
tice in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—Interpretation (partly consid-
ered):

Clanse, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Clause 3—agreed to.

Clause 4-—Appointment of ecomnmissiones
of prices:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What
is in the Minister’s mind regarding the ap-
pointment of the commissioner? Is he to
be a public servant with an all-time job?

The Minister for Justice:
says “from time to time.’’

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But
what has the Minister got in bis mind about
the commissioner?Y How do the Govern-
ment propose to appoint the comnmissioner?
The Minister must have thought about
what is to be done, this being an unusual
clause, He evidently does not expect to
put the measure into operation, but, if he
does, we want to know what will be done.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
commissioner’s remuneration has not veen
fixed. Probably it will he a fee per day
during the time he functions as commis-
sioner. YWe have not definitely made up
our minds.

Hon. Sir James Mitcheli:
done so indefinitely ?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Insofar
that the commissioner may be a publie ser-
vant, or move probably that he will be a
magistrate, unless there is in the Public
Service an officer who appears tc be par-
ticularly qualified for the position.

Mr. Teesdale: Should it not be a busi-
ness man of large experience?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: On the
other hand, the Government might select a
man able to disseet evidence, and so able
to arrive at a proper decision on the evi-
dence and not merely on his own opinion.
A business man might have no idea of the
proper method of conducting an inquiry.

Mr. Teesdale: The last experiment in
this direction was not a greal sucecess.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
hon. member sat behind the Government

The clause

Have you

[ASSEMBLY.]

responsible for that legislation, and did
not opposc the measure.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: Did it meet
with opposition from the Minister now
speaking ?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICKE: No.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Pue in tie
clanse that the inquiry shall be made hy =
magistrate.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1hen
the Government’s choice would be civeuwmn-
seribed, and a man with experience of hoth
commerce and investigations might be Jis-
qualified. The Government do not Intemd
to create a (deparfmepnt in the shape
of & commissioner going arvound and makinge
all sorts of inquiries unnecessarily.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You will be
pressed to send out men to wake inguiries.

The MINISTER FOR JURTICE: Gov-
ernmnents are pressed to do all sorts of
things, and they generally make deeisions in
the best interests of the country.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If that
is the best the Minister ean promise, we will
not have anything to do with the Bill. Cer-
tainly the clause should be amended. We
have heen told that there is no need for
such an appointment at the moment, and
oceasion fo make the appointment may never
arise.

The Minister tor Justice:
position,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Has oc-
casion arisen for it?

The Minister for Justice: Oecasions
would have arisen if this legislation had
heen in existence.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I think
the Minister said the other day that all was
well.

The Minister for Justice:
ing of the kind.

That is not tne

T said noth-
Someone misrepresented
what T said. “Hansard” will show what I
stated. I read the “Hansard” report sub-
sequently and it is quite elear.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: One
thing the Minister did say was that we
might have had an inquiry into the price of
mesat.

The Minister for Justice: Yes, and bread.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: But a
Commission has been sitting to deal with
the cattle industry so that no commission
would be required to investigate the price
of meat. ’
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The Minister for Justice: As the result
of the findings of the Royal Commission,
we might require tn have 2 commission ap-
pointed to inquire into the price of meat.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Government will require a man possessing
peculiar qualifications if he is to be called
upon to make inguiries conecerning all the
various matters the Minister indicated.

The Minister for Justice: Your Gov-
" ernment had no diffienlty.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
dealt with speeial eases.

Hon. G. Taylor: TUnder speeial cirenm-
stances,

- Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The

Minister has no faith in his own propoesal as
such. He tells us that the commissioner who
will he appointed, may probably be a magis-
trate. Apparently no one has thought about
that snhject. As there is no necessity for
any appointment at the moment, we are
asked to pass the Bill, and vet we are to
have no definite information on this im-
portant point. If a commissioner is to be
appointed from outside the vanks of the
Public Serviee, what will he be paid? The
Government caunot afford to pay enormons
sums away in that direction. We have no
infermation as to whe ihe commissioner will
be.

The Minister for Justiece: You intro-
duneed 30 or more Bills during vonr time,
but you never indieated to us what you had
in mind regarding appointments, and so
forth.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Of course
T did.

The CHATRMAN: Order! These inter-
jections should cense. We cannot continue
the debate with rontinual interruptions.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHEITL: Tt is
strange that the Minister eannor say defin-
itely who he bas in mind for this position.
Tt is highly unsatisfactorre, bhut that is the
way legislation is dished up o us now. and
T suppose we shall have to be satisfied,

Hon, G. TAYLOR: In view of the reply
wade by the Minister to the Leader of the
Opposition, to the effeet that the person
who would be appointed wauld prohably be
a. magistrate, it is interesting to note that
the salaries of magistrates are already pro-
vided for. The clause makes provision for
fixing the remuneration of the cemmissioner.
T presume that provision is made to meet

We
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cireumstances that may arise should a mag-
istrate be asked to make ingquirvies that are
apart from bis ordinary daties. I take it,
oo, thai the provision is made so that
should an appointment be made from with-
ouf the serviee, the Government will be able
1o fix the remuneratiou,

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Any man that
is appointed should be of outstanding char-
acter and discretion.

Hon. (. TAYLOR: For my part I do
not see any need for the Bill at all. I think
somebody in the Public Service should be
able to fill the position, which will be a tem-
porary one. 'The eommissioner may not be
required to deal with more tlan one com-
modity in 12 months or two yeurs. I think
the Minister has already indicated that
there is no necessity for an inguiry now.

The Minister for Justice: Not for a gen-
eral all-round inguiry.

Mr. ANGELO: I have been waiting far
the Premier to move an amendment. A sim-
ilar Bill was before this Chamber in 1919
and it provided tor the appointrnent of one
commixsioner. The Tremier, as Leader of
the Opposition in those days, pointed out
the dunger of placing such power in the
hands of one man, and at his suggestion the
Committee agreed to provide for three com-
missioners, in common with the Premier, I
am afraid of what may happen if we vest
such huge powers in one man. He may do
tremendous harm to the commumity.

Hon. G. Taylor: But three commissioners
might do more harm!

The Minister for Works: Three times as
mueh'!

Hen. Sir Jomes Mitehell: They might in-
dulge in fishing expeditions.

Mr. ANGELO: If we provided for three
commissioners, one could represent the con-
sumers, onc the sellers or producers, and
the third, who would be the chairman, would
be some independent 1aan.

Hon. G. Tovlor: It would be the chair-
man who would decide the issues

Mr. ANGELO: The commissioners would
deal with the evidence presented to them.
Personally T think it would he ap improve-
ment if three enminissioners were provided
for.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTTCE: When
a magistrate is asked to carrv out duties that
are entively outside those be ordinarily un-
dertakes, an allowance is always paid to him
in consideration of that fart. For that rea-
son, provision is made in the Bill to enable
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us to vemuncrate whoever s appointed to
the position of commissioner,

Clause put and passed.
Clause 5—Administration of Aect:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 7The
clause provides that in the administration
of this measure, the commissicner shall be
subject to the direction and control of the
Minister. What does that mean?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It
means that when the Minister in charge is
satisfied as to the neeessity for anm in-
quiry—-—

My, Thomson: Wheo will satisfy him?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Minister will adopt the eourse that is usually
followed. When the Government consider,
on the evidence submitted, that there is
necessity for un inquiry, they will cause it
to he nnderiaken. Four or five months ago
there was a lot of discontent regarding
the price of bread, and had this legislation
been on the staiute book, I think even
those who were hostile fo such a measure,
would have admitted the neecssity for an
inquiry. The Minister will direct the com-
missioner to make an inquiry inte the price
of some particular commeodity and if neres-
sary the Minister must have pawer in eon-
trol the commissioner. A wan appoinfed
to undertake the inquiry might desire ta
travel to the other end of the State, although
it might be guite unnecessary.

Hon. Sir James Miteheli: But you would
not pay him his expenses.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: But
the applicalion for payment woald be made
after the expenditure had been incurred.
Tt is necessary to have power o control a
commissioner from this standpoint.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : This is an ex-
traordinary clanse; why did you put it in
the Bill?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Be-
cause the Minister must have power to direet,
the commissioner to make an wmquiry con-
cerning a partieular commodity as desired
from time to time. There might be counsid-
erable dissatisfaction al Northam and the
Leader of the Opposition might approach
the Minister with a request that an investi-
gation shonld he made regarding prices
charged there, The Minister would then
direct the commissioner to go to Northam
and eonduwet an inquiry.

[ASSEMBLY }

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The eommis-
sioner will be a very busy man if he has
to make inquivies every time the Govern-
ment receive a request,

The MINISTER TOR JUSTICE: The
Minister will exercise his discvetion. The
clause is a commonsense one and i5 neces-
sary to enable the provigions of the measure
to be effectively carried out.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If without reading
the clause one were to aecept the Minister’s .
explanation, there would not appear to be
much ground for complaint. But the clause
provides that in the administration of the
Aet the commissioner shall he subjeet to the
direction and control of the Minister. One
requires to ecomsider how far-rcaching that
is. How far the Minister’s control would
affect the method to he adopted in sifting
evidenca or the grounds on which the com-
missioner would adjust prices, we do not
know. The Minister sucgests that in the
event of certain prices being unduly high
in given towns, the Minister would merely
direct the commissioner to proceed to such
towns and inquire nfo the cuuse of the
prices., If that is all that would happen,
the clanse is quite in order. But does it not
give the Minister greater powers than that,
and is there not a possibility of the Minister
exereising all the powers he ean? 1 do not
think we arve justified in giving all the pro-
posedl power to the Minister. Once the
cominissioner enters upon an inguiry, the
control of the Minister ought to cease.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
clause ought to be amended. Why should
the Minister have so mueh control over the
commissioner? Under 1he Railway Aet the
Minister is not allowed to interfere with the
powers of the (ommissioner of Railways.
Neither car. he fix the rates of freight, The
Railway Department would never allow the
Minister to interfere with the detail work
of the department. It is for that we have
the Railway Aet, which dees not say the
Comniissioner is subjeet to the direction
and eontrol of the Minizster. If the Minister
has power to dircel the prices commissioner
to go here and there and eonduct inquiries,
the Minister does not need any further con-
trol. In any case, it will be an uncomtort-
nble position for the Minister, for he will
he interviewed by all sorts of persons re-
quiring adjustments in ihe priees of com-
modities. The Minister will find himself
bombarded on all sides, even by men who
think their tailors are charging them too
much for their suits. Tn respect of 99 per
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cent. of the commodities there will pot be
much control over the prices charged. A
maximum  will be fixed, béyoud which a
price will pot be allowed t{o soar. In the
ordinary course the member for Gaszecoyne
would be called upon to pay a little more
than other men for his suits. But under
this Act he would not be allowed to pay
above the maximum,

Mr. Angelo: I could borrow the clothes
of the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And
probably they would At you. All price-
fixing, wherever tried, has been a failure.

The Minister for Justice: No, no!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It has
been tried time and again, and always it
has been a failure. When fowls refuse to
lay and eggs ave 3s. a dozen, housewives
will go to the Minister and ask that the
price be reduced. But before the Minister
can agree to that, he will have to order an
inquiry. The Minister is bringing consider-
able trouble on himself. Men wantiog to
build houses and get married will complain
to the Minister of the high price of timber.

The Minister for Justice: Applicants will
have to make out a good case before any
inquiry is held.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
will make out good cases, and the Minister
will have to respond.

Mr. Thomson: The Royal Commissioners
that inquired into prices reporfed that such
a Bill was not necessary.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This
tribunal, of all, will be absolutely under the
control of the Minister. That is a wrong
priaeiple.

The Minister for Justice: It is not.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We do
not want the Minister mixed up with this
sort of thing. Men holding stocks of sugar
will come to the Minister and ask that the
price be increased, while others in want of
sugar will petition the Minister fo reduee
the price. The Minister’s life will not bhe
worth living. T should like to move to
strike out the clause.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member ean
vote against it.

Hor. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I move
an amendment—

That in line 2 the words ‘“and econtrol’’ he
struck out.
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Amendment puf, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes . 14
Noes ‘e 21
Majority agoinst 7
AYED.
Mr. Angels Mr. Bampson
Alr. Davy Mr. J. H. Smlth
Mr, Grifiiths Me. Taylor
Mr. Latham Mr. Tessdala
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Thomson
Sir James Miichell Mr, C. P. Wanabrough
Mr, Rlchardson Mr. North
{Telicr.}
NoOES.
Mr. Chesson Mr. McCallum
Mr. Clydesdate Mr. Milllngton
Mr. Collier Mr. Munsls
Mr. Coverley -Mr, Panton
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Rowe
Misa Holmsan Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Kenneally Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr, Kennedy Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lambert Mr. Withers
Mr. Lamond Mr. Wilson
Mr. Marshall (Tetler.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Cluuse put and passed.
Clause G—agreed to.
Clanse 7—Judicial notice.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Wil
the Minister cxplain this clause?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1f
there is 4 prosecution as a result of action
taken by the commissioner, the signature of
the commissioner will be judicially noticed
by the judge in the making of any order.

Clause put and passed.

Claase 8—Duties of the commissioner as
to investigations:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This
clanse goes turther than the Minister him-
self would wish, He will knock all the life
out of trade. No one will be ahle to buy
wheat for fear that it may go up in
price. By these methods we shall be throw-
ing more and more people cut of work.

Mr. Thomson: This will assist the big
storekeeper and crush the small one.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
miller will have to buy his gristing require-
wents from day to day and from week lo
week.

The Minister for Justice:
now from the pool.

He does. that
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
had more experience than the Minister. The
miller buys some of his requirements from
the pool, but most of them from the
farmers. The pool could not hold wheat for
a miller for several months, unless it had
been purehased,

The Minister for Justice:
to a decision in August.

Mr, Lindsay: He has to buy from the pool
under the agreement, :

Hon, Bir JAMES MITCHELL: This
will lead to dearer wheat and deaver bread.
Does. the Minister fo? Justice want to pre-
vent people from selling their wheat if tneyv
think the price is likely to ecome down?

The Minister for Justice: No.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
what this absurd clause would seck to_ de.
One set of people may speeulate with im-
purity, but others may be pulled up for
doing so. It would nbt he safe for anvone
to buy store sheep for fattening purposes.

The Minister for Justice: Yes, it wonld.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt is in-
tended that that kind of speeulation should
not be indulged in.

The Minister for Justice: No, it is not.’

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No onc
wounld buy stock for fattening purposes if
the commissioner were to have control of
the subsequent sale of that stock. B

The Minister for Justice: There will be
nothing like that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Bill covers almost everything exeept Tatter-
sall’s tickets. It would not be safe for a
timber merchant to buy six wecks’ supply
of weatherboards, He might have paid £10
for the timber, and might be foreed to sell
for £9.

The Minister for Justiee:
thing would not be justified.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister might be justified in giving protee-
tion to people who gould not protect them-
selves, but it is a different matter when it
comes to all these strangling provisions.
The Minister ought to explain why he wants
all these powers. He will be in ecomplete
control of the eommissioner.

The Minister for Justice: The Minister
onght to control his departments. '

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What
does he mean by paragraph 5, whieh refers

He must come

That sort of

[ASSEMBLY.]

to speculation? Apparently he wants to
prevent the cornering of any commodity.

The Minister for Justice : That is what
the clause says.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
People who speculate do so for a rise.

The Minister for Mines: No one has a
right to speeulate in foodstuffs.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This Bill
covers everything,

The Minister for Mines: My only objec-
tion to it is that it does not go far enough.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Appar-
enily everyone who speculates is looked
upon as a rogue and vagsbond.

The Minister for Justice: I do not sug-
west that; I do not even think it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1t can-
not be suggested. He would be a plucky
man who would buy stock or wheat if the
Mipister could, through the Commissioner,
force him to seli at a loss.

The Minister for Justiee: No one would
dream of foreing a man to sell at less than a
commodity cost him.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
clause is altogether too far veaching. Will
the Minister explain why he wants to
strangle evervone who has any enterprise?

Mr. THOMSOXN: I opposed the second
reading and T am  going to oppose this
clunse becsuse I do not consider it is neces-
sary. The clause proposes 1o give the com-
missioner, when required {o do so by the
Minister, power to invesligate and report
apon all or any of the following watters.

The Minister for Justice: We have had
that three times already.

Mr. THOMSON: It is worth reading
again Lo show the absurdity of it and the
extraordinary power it is intended to give
to the eommissioner, If the Minister had
heen able to give some examples of profiteer-
ing, there might have been some justification
for such o clause, but, as T have already
pointed oul, in 1926 the Prices Regulation
Commission went exhaustively into the sub-
jeet and submitied o statement to the effect
that there was nmo evidence of excessive
profit-making, at any rate in fhe preceding
few years. On that Commission there were
two members of thizs Chamber, the members
for Subiaco end Menzies. Any attemnpt at
the restriction of (rade is not in the interests
of the State and, while it may be eonsid-
ered to be an advantage to say to the pro-
ducer that he shall sell his commodity at a

No.
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given price; and we may c¢ompel him 1o sell
it at such a price, if he tinds that it is not
profitable to produce the commodity, he will
cease to dv so, and then we shall have to
import the article. The result woald be an
even higher cost to the consumer. One of
the troubles in Russia, so far as the lixing
of the prices of wheat and other commodi-
ties is concerned——

The CHAIRMAN- Order! The hon.
member iz now making a second veading
speech. We are dealing with Clause 8 and
he must conline himselt to that,

Mr. THOMSON: In Clause G it is set
out-

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with
Clause 8 and not Clause 6. .

Mr. THOMSON: One is justified in draw-
ing aftention—

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member mnst not dietate to the Chair. I
ask him once again to confine his remarks
to Clanse 8.

The Premier: The hon. member is show-
ing grosy diseourtesy to the Chair,

The CHAIRMAN : 1 have no wish to take
extreme action and therefore I ask the hon.
member to obey the Chair by confining his
remarks to the clause.

Mr. THOMSON: With all due respeet to
vou, Mr. Chairman, I do not know of any
Standing Order that debars a member from
putting his case befure the Committee. [
am not making o second reading specch

The CHATIRMAN: The hon. member must
not argue with the Chair. I ask him once
again to confine his remarks to the clause
and not wander all round if and to Russia
and other places.

Mr. THOMSON: Io dealing with a
clause that confers on the commissioner such
drastic powers as are likely to interfere
with the rights and liberties of those who
bave commodities o sell, one is justified in
making comparisons with other countries,
when we sce what has been reported in the
Press. 1 only wished to show the disas-
trous effect that similar action is bhaving in
ofther countries.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must deal with the clause which refers
te the dutigs of the commissioner. The
second reading of the Bill bas been earried
and T will not allow him to wander all over
tle place.

OCTOBER, 19@8.]
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.Mr, THOMSON: § submit 1 am dealing
with the clause.

_'Phe CHAIRMAN : The hon. member will
have to resume his seat if he is not prepared
to obey the Chair.

Mr.. THOMSOX: I maintain I am deal-
ing with the clause,

The CHAIRMAN : [ ask the hon. member
not ‘to dictate to the Chair, otherwise I
shall ‘have to take action.

Mr. THOMSON: The clause sets out
that it shall be the duly of the commissioner
to investigate matters that are set out in the
paragraphs 1- to 8. --1 maintain that it is
not in the best interests .of the State to give
any person such extensive power, [ con.
tend, therefore, that I am justified in draw-
ing -attention to the position in other coun-
tries where a similar procedure has been
adopted, and where the result has been a
restrietion. of output, .and .making a com-
pavison. between those countries and ours.
In view of the findings of the Commission
whieh -reported in 1926; the power it is now
proposed to vest in the commissioner will
certainly not be in the interests of the
primary, producers and consumers. It will
the interests of the
sinaller traders.

.- The Miuister for Justice: The smaller
trader will not do much in the way of spee-
ulation. .

- Mr. THOMBON: It will be possible (v
fix the price at which he shall sell his com-
medify. I intend to vote against the clause.

Mr. DAVY: I propoge: to endeavour to
strike out everyihing in the eclause cxeept
power for the commissioner to investigate
any aet or attempt by any person to en-
gage in speculative dealings in or to raise

‘or maintain the price of any commodity.

Those words are coniained in paragraph 5.
Instead of heing content to give power to
get to the root of things, the Minister has
prodaced the widest possible measure that
one could imagine. He has tried every pos-
sible ‘way to get the result that can be ob-
tained in one way only, and that is by keep-
ing trade free. If he had done that, I
should have supported him, and the re-
sult desired would have been achieved. To
ask Parliament to give the commissioner
the powers proposed is too muech, partie-
ularly when the elanse is read in conjune-
tion with Clause 16, which says that these
investigations may be carried out by the
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commissioner in any way he thinks fit, and
then goes on to say:—

No decision, geclaration, demand or other
aect or proceeding of the commissioner shall in
any manner whatsoever be questioned or re-
viewed, or be restrained or removed by prohi-
bition, injunetion, certiorari, or otherwise
howsoever,

The Minister is asking for the most ex-
tensive powers that could possibly Dbe
framed by the ingenuity of any draftsman
to be vested in a Commissioner who shall
act absolutely in his own discretion and
without control by anyone.

The Minister for Justice: Subject to the
control of the Minister,

Mr. Lindsay: e will be a super man
all right.

My, DAVY: The control of the Minister
-will not govern the exercise by the comn-
missioner of these powers. Under Clause
16, the Commissioner wiil be able to exer-
cise the powers exactly as he chooses and
no one will have a right to eriticise or in-
terfere in any way. The cream of the whole
business it to be found in the concluding
paragraph of Clause 8 that extends the
seope of the Commissioner’s duty to inves-
tigation of “any other matter referred (o
him by the Minister.”” The Commissioner
will be practieally the most powerful man
in the world.

Mr. Latham:

Mr. Thomson:
it with him.

Mi. Latham: Oh yes.
that sort of thing.

Mr. DAVY: The Minister has not put
up any case whatever to justify the grant-
ing of such extensive powers. He said he
hoped the Government would never have
to enforce the mensure and there was no
need for the Biill at the moment.

The Minister for Justice: You are de-
liberately misquoting me.

Mr. DAYY: The Minister said he hoped
the measure would never he neecded.

The Minister for Justice: I hop: the
Criminal Code and other restrictive legis-
Jution will never be needed.

Mr. DAVY: If anyone says, ‘I hope
this will never be neceded,’’ the irresistible
inference is that it is not needed at the
muoment.

The Minister for Justice: Nothing of
_the kind. That is a ridieulons and illogical
_slatement. )

A sceond Mussolini.
Mussolini will not be 1

Mussolini does

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. DAVY: I move an amendment—

That in line 3, the words ‘‘all or any of’’
I+ struek out.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T as-
sume the hon, member intends later to
move for the deletion of the first four para-
graphs.

Mr. Davy: Yes; I want to westriet the
powers of the Commissioner to invesfiga-
tion of any attempt by any person to cn-
gage in speculative dealings 1 or to raise
or maintain the price of any eommaodity.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
have alrendy had a diseussion on the pura-
graph dealing with the state of the prices
of any commodity in any pari of the State
and at any time. The Leader of the Op-
position said the Minister would be buth-
ered, annoyed and worried in the adminis-
tration of the Aet by the constani demands
of people from all parts of the State for
inquiry info various ecowmnaodities, The
first paragraph shonld be retasined in order
b» climinate some of the worry.

Mr. Davy:
worry.

The MINISTER ¥OR JUSTICE: If a
prima facie case has been made out for in-
awiry regarding any commodily, the Gov-
«tnment will refer the mntier to the com-
tiissioner,  That is not an estraordinary
power to request. Without such inquiry,
ne decision could be made as to the neces-
sity for price fixing,

Mr, Davy: Paragraph (v) will give
power to inquire infoe any attempt to en-
gage in specnlative dealings or to raise and
maintain the price of any commodity. That
will enable you to deal with trusts or any
immoral combination to keep prices up.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
is nothing drastic about paragraph (i).

Mr. Davy: But it must be read in con-
jonection with Clause 16.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
necessary to have information also as to
the quantity, situation, demand and supply
of any commodity. There is nothing drastic
about that paragraph. It would be ncees-
sary fo know the probable requirements of
the people in regard to any commodity.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: It is slways
a disadvantage to have to pay any price
at all.

My amendment will save the



[17 Ocroeer, 1928.]

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1}
thought T made it clear that there was oo
desive to resirict business unduly.

Mr. Thomson: We are concerned, not
about your intention, but about the power
ver are taking.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1 can-
not sce anvthing drastiec in any of the
paragraphs ecomplained of.

ITon. Sir James Mitchell: Can von sec
any paragraphs that are necessary?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:
all of them are necessary.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: The amendments in
dicated by the member for West Perth
will elothe the Government and the com-
missioner with ample power. The term
“commodity” as defined in the Bill covers
an exceedingly wide range. Let the Mins
ter be reasonable. Tet us send the Rill te
another place in sueh a form that there
will be a ¢hance of its being accepted. The
Minister is reaching out for too much
power,

Yes,

Sitting suspended frem 6.15 to ?.30 p.m.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T hope the Minister
will not continne his opposition to the
amendment.

AMlr. THOMSON: The Minister should
be willing to nccept the amendment, under

which he wonld still have all necessary
powers.
Mr. DAVY: 1 wish the Minister would

accept the amendment. He would have
most of the members on this side with him
if he would restrict the scope of this legis-
lation to prevent persons from eonspir-
ing to fix prices, and especially to compel
others to join their price-fixing association.
I would certainly vote for legislation com-
prising Clauses 13, 14 and 15 of the Bill.
I cannot, however, agree to the appoint-
ment of a commissioner with such extra-
ordinary powers of investigation, partien-
larly as his procedure would be altogether
untrammelled, The public would slways
have protection if free competition were
permitted witbin the States of the Common-
wealth. In this respeet I want freedom of
trade. I do not know of any association
which has attempted to fix prices and which
has not encountered its rebel. Apparently
there is no person eugaged in trade here
who is making ap enormous income. If the
bakers’ rting were really effedtive, bakers
would be seen roaming. around ‘in Rolls
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Royce or Packard cars, and wearing over-
coats with astrakhan collars. Most of the
bakers zre strugeling; the least efficient ave
on the border-line of bankruptey. If we
are able to prevent combinations of persons
to raise or maintain prices, we shall be
doing all that is necessary and shall not run
the risk of interfering with legitimate enter-
prise. I do not know what sort of man the
Minister would seleet for commisssioner; he
will have to he a superman, in view of his
amazing powers and terrific responsibilities.
I am afraid the commisssioner will make a
mess of things and will only he a nuisanee
to the community. When there is a scarcity
of a commodity, ils price ought to go up,
for the benefit of the community. For in-
stance, if wheat went up fo £2 per bushel,
we all ought to give up eating wheat and
vesort to substitutes, of which there are
numbers. [t would be a ¢rime to eat wheat
which would bring such a financial return
to the State.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .o 12
Noes .. .. R X |

Majority against .. 5

Axea,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Sampson
Mr. Dary I Mr. J. H. 8mith
Mr, George Mr. Thomson
Mr. Griffths l Mr. C. P, Wsosbrough
Mr. Laiham . Mr. North
Mr, Lindsay (Teller.)
Sir James Mitchel!
Noes.
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsie
Mr. Collier Mr. Pantob
Mr, Coverley Mr. Rowe
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Sleeman
Miss Holmsad Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Willeock
Mr. Lamond Mr. Withers
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wilson
Mr. Milllngton {Teller.)
Pams.
AYER, Noea.
Mr. Teesdale Me. Lambert
Mr. Barnard Mr. McCallum
Mr, Stubbs Mr. W. D. Johnron
Mr. Richardson Mr. Kenneally

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. DAVY: T move an amendment—

That in paragraph 5, line 1, after ‘‘hby
any'’ the words ‘‘eombination of*’ be in-
serted; that the letter *'s’? be added to the
word ““person’’; and that in lines 1 and 2 the
words ‘‘to cngage in speeulative dealings in
or’’ be struck out. .
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If the paragraph he agreed to as it stands,
it will mean that a person, who anticipates
the price of a eommodity rising in the im-
mediate future, will not be permitted to
purchase a few extra tins or pounds of the
commodity, becanse he will be engaged in a
speculative deal.  If he should purehase
wheat, hoping that he will not make a loss
when he comes to dispose of it, he may find
himself deait with by the commissiqner.
Unless we insert the word “combination,”
it will be possible for the ecommissioner to
inquire inte any act or attempt by a per-
son to inercase the price of anv commodity.
For instance, a doctor wmight intimate his
intention to refuse to give medical advice
to his clients for less than 10s. Gd. per con-
sultation, as against a charge of 7s. 6d. that
he may have made formerly. Medical ad-
vice is a commodity in that it represents a
service rendered, and therefore the docior
might be brought within the seope of thix
legislation.

The Minister for Fustice: But the giving
of medical adviee would not be a eommodity
in the hands of one man and controlled hy
him alone.

Mr. DAVY: But as the Bill stands the
doector could be dealt with by the commis-
sioner, acting under instructions from the
Minister.

Mr. Thomson: The inclusion of combina-
tions would enable the Government to deal
with monopolies rather than individuals.

Mr. DAVY: That is so. An association
might control some particular commedity
and might decide that they would mnot sell
except at a considerably increased price. I
favour legislation to deal with a combina-
tion of that deseription, but not under legis-
lation such as the Minister proposes.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
should retain the right to deal with any per-
son, particularly as the interprefation clause
sets out that a “person™ ineludes a body of
persons, whether corporate or unincorpor-
ate, and a firm of partners. For instance,
vompanies in this State might eombine to
eontrol the supplies of crude oil and with-
oul any warning they might suddenly in-
crease the priee of erude oil from 1s. 4d.
to 2s. per gallom, and wmight fuist that in-
erense on the farmers at harvest Hme, whep
ni! fnel was neeessary for tractors.

Mr. Davy: Jf that were done, the far.
mers would have to pay the price demanded,
or do without the oil.

[ASSEMBLY.!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
8y that if a commodity is dealt with in that
way and an unreasonable price is charged.
we should be permitted to step in in the
interests of the community.

Mr. Thomson: But you eould uot preveni
those people from sending their erude oii
to the Eastern States and getting their price
there.

The MINISTER FOR JUSLICE: I do
not think firms would run the risk of send-
ing their supplies to the Eastern States,
where they would have to eneounter the
opposition of other lirms,

Mr. Thomson: {f I thought you would
have power to reduce the price T would be
inclined- fo assist you, but you have no
liopae.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If a
person has @ monopoly of a vertain eom-
modity, he can exercize just as much control
as if it were in the hands of a combination.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do you think
the buyers of crude oil would submit te
~ueh prices for long? They might be caught
onee, but not again.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: But
the .owner: ol ¢rude oil might take action
at a time that would do incaleulable harm
to the growers.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not so much
as the Government do through iheir freights.
I have been zoing through them, and for the
Commisioner of Railways to ruise any point
about erude oil is ridiculous.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
think we should retain the first part of the
clause as we have it. I am prepared to
consider the later amendment that the
Leader of the Opposition has referred to.

The CHAIRMAN: T will put the amend-
went in two parts. The first portion of
the amendment moved by the mwember for
West Perth is now hefore the Chair.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
sorry that the Minister has put bis back
up against the amendment. Tf he insists
upon eliminating all enterprise, he will du
incalenlable harm. What good van the Min-
ister possibly hope to achieve® Should any
person, or persons, take the action the Min-
ister suggests in connection with ernde oil,
and the Minister decide to hold an inquiry,
the harvesting would he eompleted hefore
anvthing could be done.

The Minister for .Tustice: We would see
to it that the coramissioner got to work
quickly
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1f the
Government do not require the Bill, they
should stick {uv it in its present form. If
we wanted the Bill fo be defeated in its en-
tirety, we would Jeave it alone.

The Minister for Justice: Well, do so!

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But we
have passed the second reading, and we de-
sire to send the Bill to the Legistutive Coun-
¢l in a commonsense form, As it iy, it will
«inp enterprise and speculation.

The Minister for Justice: In certain in-
stances “enterprise’’ is another word for
“robbery.”

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We arc
not robbers hecause we increased our own
zalaries!

The Minister for Justice: Some people
say 0.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If some
man with a little foresight ordered goods for
his store, some speeial line, and the other
fellows with less foresight and enterprise
ran out of that line of goods, the commis-
sioner could say to the man with six months’
supply in his store, “You must disgorge
and give up some of the stuff yon have”
What possible jusiification would there be
for that? Competition is the life of trade.
I know a prominent Labour man who was
a Minister in the Fisher Government and
who once said that business combination
was common sense. I did not agvee with it.
but he said it, and evidently he thought so.

The Premier: There have been instaneces
of combinations reducing prices. A com-
bination is not necessarily an evil in itself.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It was
through a combination that oil in Ameriza
was reduced from 32 cents to a little over
€ cents. Again, it is mass production that
makes possible the prices of motor cars.
Under the system by which motor cars are
sold thronghout the world, they are becom-
ing cheaper all the time, even when every-
thing else is bhecoming dearer. That is the
work of combinations.

Mr, Davy: And of competition.

Hoen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and
of competition. Motor cars are becoming
cheaper while evervthing else is becoming
dearer.

The Premier: In some trades, if nrices
were put up undoly high, there would not
be a market.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is

sn. Tn our case, we know, it Is as the result
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of the high tarifl that prices are unduly
high. FEven the present Government have
had to inerease the building costs of work-
crs’ bomes from £650 to £850, although we
know that a ian will not get any better
home for the higher price than he could
have got for the lower price a few years ago.
We might just as well look for the cause of
the trouble, and not try to meet the case
with legislation of this sort. I hope the
Minister will agree to let people wko have
money use it.

The Minister for Justice:
about combinations first,

The CHATRMAN: The question is, the
insertion in the paragraph of the words
“eombination of.”

Hon. S8ir JAMES MITCHELL: [
thought the amendment had to do also with
speculative dealings,

The CHAIRMAN: Later on the mover
of the amendment proposes to strike ount the
words “to engage in speculative dealings in
or.”

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A litile
while ago the Minister mentioned bread. T
understand it is being sold in Perth down to
4143, per loaf.

The Minister for Justice: And up to 6d.
Tt shows the need for control.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
hakers are selling at 4%4d.

The Premicr: When they put up their
price they have to change their customers.
If my bread is raised to 6d., I have to look
about for another baker.

Mr. Davy: You could then get your
bread from the man that is selling at 4144d.

The Minister for Health: To pet that you
would have to go away out to William-
street, over the bridge.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: So we
are to have this legislation becanse we can-
not get cheap bread without going away out
over the bridge. If the Minister wants the
Bill, he should allow us to infuse some com-
mon sense into it.

Mr. DAVY: I never will agree that, if
one person is possessed of goods honestly
come by, there is anything wroneg in his
insisting on getting his own price for them.
T£ the Minister had the only diamond rving
in Western Australia, and there was =
rencral desire for if. I would not regard it
as improper in him to insist apen gefting
the higgest priee that anybedy would pay
for it.

Let us talk

Some
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The Minister for Justice: You are very
unfortunate in your illustration, for I havc
no such thing.

Mr. DAVY: I am asking the Committee
to suppose the Minister had & Iarge diamond
ring, the only one in Western Australia, I
say that in sueh circumstances it would be
perfectly proper in him to sell it to the
highest bidder.

The Premier: What about food? Would
a man be entitled to hold up food because
be happened to be the only one fo have i£?

Mr. DAVY: No, that would be a most
jmmoral thing. But the Bill does not con-
fine itzelf to food. We endeavoured to con-
fine it to food, but the Minister rejected
that attempt and wonld have nothing to do
with it. He insists on the Bill covering all
commodities and services. To make if a sul:
jeet of investigation and punishment when
a person owning certain goods or commodi-
ties proposes to charge a certain price for
them, scems to me to he absolute rubbish. I
thought the Minister would have accepted
our amendment, After al); it is combina-
tions of persons that effect the barm re-
ferred to.

The Minister for Justice: The Premier
suggests we should recommit Clanse 2 and
exempt diamond rings.

Mr. DAVY: T shall have to take the
Minister’s word for that. Seriously, if the
Minister will restriet the seope of the Bill to
foodstuffs, I shall be prepared to withdraw
this amendment.

The Minister for Health: What about
clothing? Do not the people want anything
but foodstuffs?

Mr. DAVY: Tf 1 found myself possessed
of all the blue serge cloth in Western Ans-
tralia, I would expect to get my own price
for it. TIn similar circunstances so would
any of the Ministers, But that is a different
thing from supposing that I had suceeeded
in cornering all the blne serre cloth and then
raised the price.

The CHATRMAN: The question is the
insertion of the words “combinations of.”

Mr. DAVY: The paragraph deal< with
attempts to raise or maintain the price of
any commodity. T suggest it should be ate
tempts on the part of any combinations of
persons, ete. T ask the Committee to accept
that amendment,

(ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result :—
Ayes . .. .. 12
Noes . . ..o 10

Majority against o1

AYES,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Sampson
Mr, Davy Mr, J. H. Smlth
Mr, QGriffitha Mr. Taylor
Mr. Latham Mr. Thomson
Mr, Lindsay Mr. C. P. Wansbrough
Sir James Mitchell Mr. North
{Teller.)
Noes,
Mr, Chesson Mr, Millington
Mr. Collier Mr. Munsle
Mr. Corboy Mr. Panton
Mr, Caverley Mr. Rowae
Mr, Cunningham Mr. Sleeman
Miss Holman Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr, Kennedy Mr. Willcock
Mr., Lamond Mr., Withers
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wilson
Mr, McCallum {Teller.)
Pams,
AYES, NoEs.
Mr. Stubbs Mr. W. D. Johnsom
Mr. Richardeon Mr. Kenneally
Mr. Teesdnale Mr. Lambert
Mr. Barnard Mr. Clydesdale

Amendment thus negatived.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I

move an amendment—

That in paragraph 5 the words ‘‘to cngage
in speculative dealings in or’' he struck out.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T must
admit that the efforts whieh have been
made by the Leader of the Opposition have
impressed me. The inclusion of these words
may unduly hamper people who are doing
legitimate business. I agree to the amend-
ment.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. THOMSON: How is it proposed to
arrive at the maximum selling price of any
commuodity. as outlined in paragraph 6%

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1t is
prapased that the commissioner shall as-
certain all the cirenmstances, and set a
standard price beyond which no one ean
sell. If oanyone desires to sell at below
that price, he can do =n. The object of the
Bill is to ensure that no unduly high prices
ghall be extracted from the community.

Mr. Thomson: How will that be arrived
at?
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The MINISTER FOR JCSTICE: After
inquiry a price will be determined that
will give a rensonable remuneration (o the
merchants. That will be the prise fixed
for the commodity. Some people may de-
gire, in order to get rid of some stoek, to
gell it below that price. The eommissioner
will fully inform himself as to all the eir-
cumstances surrounding the selling arrange-
ments and fix the price accordingly.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Deople with
an inferior article might then put up their
price to the level of that of the superior
article.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
ave al kinds of sugar, for tstance. Each
kind would have its own price fixed. If we
did not fix the maximum price, there could
be no eontrol over any commedity.

My, THOMSON: The Bill does not say
what a rcasonable selling price for any
eommedity shall be. Some method should
he laid down whereby the commissioner
may arrive at his decision, Onee he gives
n decision, there is no appeal, and the ecom-
modity must be sold at that price. In 1925
the Prices Regulation Commission re-
ported—

There is no cvidence of general excessive pro-
fits on the part of merchants and retnilers en-
gaged in the distribubtion of ordinary hounse-
hold commoditics, or of such a character as to
warrant the introduetion of priec fixing by the
State.

The Premier:
times,

Mre. THOMSON: I have not read thi=
The vecommendation of the Royal Com-
niission was—

Your Commissioners do not recommend that
the Price Fixing Commissioner sghould have
power to fix prices, feeling as they do that the
publicity afforded to questions which would

snggest the need of price fixing, will be a
sufficicnt deterrent.

There is no need to give this ecommissioner
power to fix prices. I move an amendmenf—
That paragraph vi. be struck out.

Mr. LINDSAY: The commissioner will
kave almost supreme power to do what he
likes in the matter of fixing a maximum
price. Grocery firms such as Carter's and
Broadhorst’s sell at lower prices than thn:e
who are in a small way, because they have
such a large turnover. We da not know
whether the commissioner would choose the
prices fixed by the large grocery establish-
ments or those fixed by the smaller estab-
lishments. A biz storckeeper in my dis.

That has been read threz

irict informed me that he eould nat buy
from the wholesale houses in Perth as
cheaply as these large retail grocery es-
tablishments can sell their goods over the
counter.

The Minister for Justice:
ticular lines.

In some par-

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr, LINDSAY:  These large retailers
have their goods sent to them direet, and
can get along with a 2L, per cent prolit,
whereas the wholesale mmerchants reguive
al least 10 per cent. profit. It is not pos-
sible for one man lo carry out this im-
portant work of price Rxing withont deing
an injustice to a large section of the com-
munity. In the long run the procedure
must make for deaver goods. A farmer
should be allowed tu get the best market
price available tor his wheat, and, if that
is a good priee, it will heip him to 1anke up
for the losses lie incurs in other seasons,

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Minister does ns he apparvenlly wishes to da,
and enuses inguiries to be made into the price
of every article, he will want 50 commis-
sioners to undertake the work. On the other
hand, if he were to confine himself to the
food supplies of the people, it would be
quite different. We have to vemember that
if we fix a maximum price it will give an
opportanity to those who supply a cheaper
article to increase their prices up to the
amount of the maximum price. If that
were the result, it would not mean that
prices would he kept down for the man
wlo, for instance, buys the cheaper sort of
suits. We are attempting the impossible
under the Bill because the Minister will
have to submit to pressure from all sides
to conduet inquivies into all sorts of com-
madities.  The price-fixing commissioner
might say to the farmers that becanse they
had been able to produce wheat at 3s. 9d.
a hushel one season, they =hould be able to
do it in a succeeding season, although the
cost of production might have been eonsid-
erably more. The lambing this season has
been disastrous. In one instance, I know
that a farmer lost 1,000 lamhs out of 1,200.
The price-fixing commissioner might tell
that farmer that he must aceepi for the 200
lambs that are left, a price that would be
far less than the eost of production.

The Minister for Mines: Who said that?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That
was the effect of what the Minister said.
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The Minister for Mines: Nothing of the
kind!

Mr. Lindsay: At any rate, this superman
of a commissioner might say so.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister referred to the price of meat. We
all know that the real eause of the high
price of meat is the existence of the State
Shipping Service,

The Minister for Mines: If it were not
for the State operations, there would be
another £2 a head on to the price of the
stoek.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
State vessels would not go to Wyndham to
lift chilled meat, and so the people have
had to pay more for their meat in the met-
ropolitan area. We shall always have to
pay higher prices after a bad seasen, and
we should be prepared to do so, because the
peeple who have to take all the risks in the
production of our food supplies are those
who are confronted with the loss. I think
the Minister shonld abandon the Bill be-
cause it is such a bad one. If he desires fo
have the Bill, he should stick to essential
commodities, the things that the people re-
quire.

Amendment put, and a
with the following resalt:—

division taken

Ayes 11
Noes 20
Majority against 9
AYE®D,
Mr, Davy Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr, Griffiths Mr. Taylor
Mr. Latham Mr, Thomson
Mr. Lindssy Mr. C. P. Wansbhrough
Sir James Mitchell Mr. North
Mr. Sampson (Teller.)
* NoEes.
Mr. Chesgon Mr. McCallum
Mr. Collier Mr. Millington
Mr. Corboy Mr. Munsie
Mr. Coverley Mr. Panton
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Rowe
Miss Holman Mr, Sleeman
Mr. Kennedy Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wlllcock
Mr. Lamond Mr, Withers
Mr. Marvshall Mr. Wllsco
{Tellern
- Pams.
ATER, NoEs.
Mr, Stubbs Mr. W. D. Johnsom
Mr. Richardson Mr. Kenneally
Mr. Teesdale Mr. Tror
Mr. Barpard Mr. Clydesdale

Amendment thus negatived.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LATHAM: T
ment :—

move an amend-

That paragraph viii. be struck out.

I hope that the Committee will not agree to
the paragraph. Not ounly will the commis-
sioner be expected to be a superman, hut he
will be expected to deal with all matters
that the Minister may refer io him.

Mr. DAVY . The amendment is a reason-
able one. Under the clause as it stands the
ubiquitous commissioner who is to be ap-
pointed, will be asked to carry out duties
that are outlined in seven paragraphs and
the eighth, under which he will be asked to
investigate any other matter that may he
veferred to him by the Minister, could well
be struck out.

The Minister for Justice: Of course, any
otber matter that is referred to in the para-
graph must be consistent with the prineiple
of the measure.

Mr. DAVY: I suppose those matters
will require to have some vague connection
with the Bill, but it is difficalt to imagine
what this can mean.

Mr, Thomson: Tt is n good drag-net
paragraph.

Mr. DAVY: It reminds me of the
regulation-making power that creeps into
all our Bills. It always suggesis that the
tmagination of the Parliamentary Drafts-
man has become completely exhausted, and
after having called in to his aid the assistant
draftsman and the office boy, they resort to
the regulation-making clause.

The Premier: It was & o’clock and they
did not want to have to start all over again
next day,

Mr. DAVY: Yes, they say “In ease we
may have forgotten something, we will just
put this in, and then anything that possibiy
ean be required of the Minister will be pro-
vided for” The coneluding words of the
clanse cover everything that might possibly
have been forgotten. I suggest to the Min-
ister, not as giving away any of the prin-
eiples he holds so sirongly in respect of the
Bill, but just as a concession to the prin-
ciple of sound legislaiion, that he allows
this snbelause to be deleted.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This,
of course, has nothing to do with the prin-
ciple of price-fixing, and in looking down
the list of clauses I really think we already
have most of the things covered by this
subclause.
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Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
as amended, agreed to-

Clause 9—Deelaration of maximum

prices, ete.:

Mr. DAVY: | teke it the first portion
of the elause mecans that the cowmmissioner
having made a report, the Government will
decide what is wanted, and will publish it
in a proclamation. and that is the law. They
will thus fix the various prices, and that
will be the end of it

The Minister for Justice:
the law, or will be.

Mr. DAVY: No, the Minister has not
neeessarily to adopt the recommendations
of the commissioner. We have not yet
been told how the commissioner is to set
about fixing these maximum prices. There
may be a great differenee between the prices
of certain commodities, prices which will
enable a small man to live, and prices which
will enable a big distributing firm to live.
Is the commissioner to adopt a price that
will enable the most efficient trader to live,
or a price that will enable the least eflicient
trader to live, or is he to strike a happy
medinm between the two?

The Minister for Justice: He will strike
the happy medium.

Me. DAVY: Wel!, what will be the happy
medium?

The Minister for Justice: That will be for
the commisstoner to say.

Mr. DAYY: But on what principle is he
to work? Ts he to he given a free hand,
or iz he to be told to fix prices at which
Boans ean afford to sell a tin of salmen,
even thourh it will kill the little man in the
same line? Which 15 it to be? When we
start to work the thing ont, we are faced
with insuperable difficulties.

The Minister for Justice: Nonsense!

Mr. DAYY: Is it nonsense to say the com-
missioner, who is going to determine first of
all whose price he is to take, the price of
thie biz man or the price of the little man,
will find his task exceedingly diffieult?

The Minizter for Jfustice: He has only to
fix n reasonable price for the commodity.

Mr. DAVY: Reatonable to whom? 1t
would be unreasonable to fix the same price
of a particular arlicle for a firm doing a
turnover of thousands of pounds per week
and for a small man with a tiny turnover.

Mr. Latham: The biz man ean hov 350
mreh hetter than the small man.

Well, that is
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Mr. DAVY: Of course. Henry Ford ean
afford to take a profit of about £1 on every
car he turns out. I learn that W. R. Morris
is prepared to capture the light car market
of the world even if be has to take a profit
of 10s. on every car. But on the turnover
the same Morris had 15 or 20 years ago, a
profit of 10s, per ear would have landed hinn
in bankruptey, What principle is the com-
missioner to go upon? Is he to take the
. R. Morris of uow, or the person who
corresponds to the W. R. Morris of 20 years
ago? The more we look at it, the more
difficult we discover the task to be; particn-
larly when the snme commissioner is going
to spend this week investigating the price
of beer, first of all from the brewery to the
licensed vietualler, and then from the
licenged vietnaller to the public; and next
week will furn to tailors and will have to
decide whether a fashionable tailor is en-
titled Lo eharge a guinea extra because
people like his eat. The task is an impos-
sible one, partieularly when we refleet that
the market is fluctuating all the time. How-
cver it does not scem to me that any amend-
ment to this ¢lause would make the Bill less
objectionable than it is, and so I suppose
the clause will have to zo through.

Mr. LATHADM: Before it goes through,
I should like some information froem the
Minister as to Subclause 2, providing fur
the fixing of maximum prices for carriage
or transport services. Will the Minister
explain that subelause?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Take
the transport services on the Perth-Fre-
mantle-road, The snhclause has not becn
drawn with any partienlar regard to those
serviees, but nevertheless they will serve as
an iliustration. Certain fares have becn
deemed to be reasonable for that route.
Previously it was the practice that in the
interests of public safety only 2 certain
number of vehicles should he allowed an
that route, and so the licenses were limited
in number.

Mr. Davy: But the Government have since
decided otherwise,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
are not now discussing the policy of the
Government’ respeeting those services, The
bus and taxi people on that rounte had the
monopoly of the fraffic at that time, and if
thev had liked to put their heads together
thev might have charoed an unreasonable
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price for the transport of passengers on
that road,

Mr. Davy: But they have had serious
competition, as for instance the railways and
the Alpine taxis,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Alpine taxis are a combination,

Mr. Davy: Anybody can run a taxi on
that route.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It was
not always so, and may not be so in the

future. The subelanse is not confined to the -

transport of passengers, There may be cer-
tain country routes on which motor lorries
are earrying goods. If the owners of those
lorries were to charge unveasonable prices,
there is in the Rill power to fix a reasonable
price for the service

My, LINDSAY: Before we pass the clanse
we should have some idea as to how the
maximum prices are going to be determined.
If we are to give the commissioner power to
fix prices, we should lay down the lines on
which he is to proceed. Suppose the com-
missioner investigates the prices of the firm
that buys in a big way and sells cheaply for
cash, and also of the small man and arrives
at & maximnm price. Immediately there
will be created a fine advertisement for the
big firm, who will be able to announce that
they are selling below the maximum. Also
the fxing of prices will tend to prevent the
people from buying in the suburbs and will
drive them to the hig cheap stores in the
city.

Mr. Thormson : The big shops deliver
goods in the suburbs free.

Mr. LINDSAY: They may or they may
not. It is not possible for any man to carry
out the provisions of this measurc justly.
It is not possible to create a maximum for
the small man and for the big man. Some-
thing between the two must be fixed, and
that must have the effect of driving busi-
ness into the hands of the big men and
closing up the small shops whose ownere
are trying to make a living.

Mr. THOMSON: How will the maxi-
mum price or a fair and reasonable price
be arrived at? There are small shops in
Hay-street that have to pay high rentals,
while small shops in the suburhs may pav
only one-tenth of the amount by way of
rent. It is proposed to give an opportunity
to sell on the sliding scale? Suheclanse 2
gives power in the case of carriage or

(ASSEMBLY.]

transport servieces to fix and declare dif-
terent muximum prices according to the
nature of the carriage or serviee and give
priority of transport to any special com-
modity. That will place in the hands of
the Commissioner, workiang in conjunetion
with the Commissioner of Railways, very
great power. The Price Fixing Commis-
gioner way refuse to permit the earriage
of a commodity that is profitable and insist
on the carriage of one that is unprofitable,
The Minister will say that is not the in-
tention, but power is certainly being given
to the Commissioner to wipe ont motor
transport competition with the railways.
1 move an amendment—

That paragraph ii, be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR JFUSTICE: It is
not impossible to fix a fair price—

Mr. Davy: .\ ¢hild eould fix it in two
minutes.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:—a
price that will give reasonable protection
to the public and not unduly hamper trade.
That policy was earrvied out for three or
four years with beneficial resnlts.

Mr. Davy: That is questionable.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It was
an annual measure re-enacted on three or
four oeccusions.

Mr. Thomson:
period,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It was
twe or three years after the war. If it had
not been neeessary to re-enact the law an-
nually, it would probably have been in ex-
istence to-day

Mr., Thomson: You were dealing with
extraordinary conditions.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If fair
prieces could be fixed under extraordinary
conditions, it iz reasonable to assume that
fair prices could more easily be fised under
ordinary eonditions.

Mr. Davy: You quarantined a large sec-
tion of conntry when we had the rindee-
pest here, but you did not propose the
same thing for all time.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
was only done to meet extraordinary ecir-
cumstances. The measure will be adminis-
tered in a practical way without harm to
anyone,

My, Thomson:
inereased costs.

That was during the war

I am afraid it will mean
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No, it
will not,

Amendment pab and passed, the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 10—Sale at higher than declared
price unlawful:

Mr. LATHAM: Paragraph (b) provides
that it shall be unlawful to refusc to scil
at the declared price any commadity if o
man has under his control in excess of the
guantity a trader is permitted to withhold
from sale. In the country distriets it is
neeessary at times to carry over fodder
for stock; vet there is no exemption for
that. One of the.greatest safegnards we
have is the earrying over of feed by far-
mers. .

The Minister for Justice: That is done
in the reasonable course of business.

Mr. LATHAM: But the Commissione:
might have no knowledge of it. [f he i»
going to have knowledge of all things re-
quired under the measure, he will have to
be more than a superman. If T wished to
do the Government injury, I would assist
to pass this Bill, because it is one of the
worst measures ever submitted to Parlia-
ment and will cavse endless confusion.

The Minister for Justice: We will take
the risk.

Mr. LATHAD: I accept the declaration
of the Minister that the provision will not
affect farmers carrying over fodder sup-
plies.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 11 to 15—agreed to.
Progress reported.

Message.
Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

BILL—WATER BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 3rd October.

HON. SiR JAMES MITCHELL ({XNor-
tham) [9.13]: This is another of several
small Bills brought down by Ministers this
year. This one has been introduced by the
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Minister for Agricultural Water Supplies
and is another {ax. In past years we have
spent hundreds of thousands of pounds in
pioneering water -supplies to enable the
goldfields to be opened up, the agricultural
country to be opened up, the pastoral eoun-
try to be opened up and the stock routes to
be opened up. There must he some part of
this development work that is national
work.

The Minister for Agrienttural Water Sup-
plies: And it will remain a national work
in future.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: Not with
the present Minister,

The Minister for Agrienttural Water Sup-
plies: Yes, it will.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister said if water was provided it had
to be paid for, und be was rather pleased
{0 be able to announce that the rate would
be 34. per asre on agrieultural land ad-
jacent to a supply, no matter how limited
it might be. The rate works out at £12 10s.
per thousand acres.

The Minister for Agrienltnral Water Sup-
plies: That will be the maximum rate.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
chances arve it will be the rate. The Minister
said if people are to have the right to cart
water from a well or dam put down by the
Government many years ago, or a dam now
being put down by the Government, a rate
wonld be struek {0 pay for interest and
sinking fund on the expenditure, plus the
amount necessary for the protection of
the work and the upkeep of the supply.
That is going too fur. The farmer is singled
out for special taxation at all times, and
on every possible oceasion gef< if in the

neck. Already we have a tax of 1. per
acre where water supplies are heing put in
by way of the bigger rock catchments,

That, too, is the maximum, but T hope it
will not have to he applied. Al these
charges are a burden on production. The
producer is alveady severely taxed, and the
public of the country ean well afford to
spend some money lo encourage prodiction.
If a man is compelled to cart water Gve or
£ix miles, the tax is very severe and heavy.
If in the past these small works have been
carried out as natiomal undertakings, they
can be confinued as such in the fuiure. Tt
goes without saying that after a few years
the farmers ave able to provide their own
water supplies. Tt is only in ithe early
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stages that water is so urgenmy needed.
The Minister will realise that in the develop-
ment of new country the tractor will in the
future be used. That means that in the
first five or six years the quantity of water
reeded by the scitler will be limited, al-
though his tax will zo on. The farmer will

not then have any stock, and will not need

water even for horses. He will, however,
have to pay the tax, which will cover ‘the
water for househdld purposes and for.-his
engine, I do not think that is fair. The
tax will be applied in the main to-recently
settled land. We ought to Le the inore
ready, therefore, to contribute something to-
wards the cost of this pioneering work. .. If
it has been possible over the years that
have passed for the cost of these water
supplies to be met out of publi{, funds
surely now that the. pioneering work. is
nearly over, and when all but the funge
of the wheat-belt is settled, we need not
change our methods, The advantage these
people have had in the past should he con-
tinued to them. I am surprised- that the
Minister has determined to iwing down' this
additional tax. He will not only apply this
legiglation from now on, but will apply it to
all supplies which’ have been 1u1mshed in
the past. :

The Minister for Agricultaral - \Vatel
Supplies: Nothing of the kind. T did not

say so. .

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister intends to do. it. I dare say hé will
not apply it in the easc of a dam of 1,000
vards or so, but he did say he would effect
repairs fo a well that had been put .down
years ago, and which was now leing used by
oné of two people, When he puts a new
cover over a well and erects a windlass and
supplies a bucket, he will charge the people
who ean use the well £12 10s, per thousand
acres. Probably the work cost about £50
n the first place, but the Minisfer will have
the right to charge about £500, and get this
money from those who can be considered io
be within reasonable distance of that partic-
ular water supply.

Mr. Griffiths: The Act can be made re-
{rospective.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, It
covers all existing water supplies that have
been put down by the Statc. T believe it
covers wells which have been put down by
the prospectors themselves,

Hon. G. Taylor: And which the Govern-
mwent have commandeered,

* [ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Some of
these wells are 30 miles out in the never-
never country. The Minister seeks the right
1o impose a charge for these supplics. We
have dealt with many small measares this
session, some of which sheald never have
heen introduced. We are now asked to deal
with this Bill that imposes another tax. I
hope the House will give the proposal short
shrift. It is altogether wrony that these
charges should he piled up one on the other
against those who are really bearing the
load in this eountry. If it were not for tha
primary industvies, very little would be go-
ing on in Western Australia. Owing fo the
redueed price of wool and the unfortunate
reduction in the total whent vield, the farm-
¢1rs will be in a worse position {0 mret taxa-
tton than they were last year. The Minister
should not go on with the measure. It is
a {rifling thing that the Government should
want to tax the small water supplies. It
will mean the holding up of water against
the shortage that may exist on the farms.

The water will probably not he re-
duired for more than one or ‘two

months in the vear. During the remainder
of the year the farmers will naturally have
to supply their own requirecments, The
supplies will be sufficient to carry them on
for most of the year, after which they will
be within a reasonable radius of the Gov-
ernment well or dam. After supplying his
own wanis for most of the year, the settler
will have to pay this tax for a guaranteed
supply for the remainder of the year, If
the Minister has the right to impose a tax
at the rate suggested, there is grave danger
of the tax being imposed at that rate. I
will not vote for any increase in taxation
in any eireumstances upon the man on the
land. During last session or the session
bhefore we were asked to Impose a second

vermin tax upon the agriculturists. It was
an enfirely wrong proposal.
The Minister for Agricultural Water

Supplies:
for.

Mr. Thomson: We did not ask for it.

The Minister for Agrieultural Water
Supplies: You know vou asked for it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
Minister did not believe in the tax, but
someone asked for it and he imposed it
tpon everyone else. That is a mighty poor
reaion for a tax. We have bad that given
more than once this session. It is a poor

You got whal your party asked
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reason for the Government to effer for the
impesition of a tax.

The Fremier: You never bring down a
Bill unless there is a request for it from a
con<iderable section of the people.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T have
refused to bring down Bills when there hava
been requests for them, hecause L kpew it
would have been wrong to do so.

The Premier: There was strong pressure
from the farming and pastoral interests for
the vermin Bill.

Mr. Thomson: Only from a section.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Bills
should be brought down because Ministers
have gone into the matter and eonsider it
advisable to bring them down. The Gov-
ernment should bring down Bills heeause
they think it is necessary to do so0, not be-
cause they are asked to bring them down.

The Premier: Really!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister said that a section of the people
had asked for the vermin tax.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: We considered it a reasonable re-
quest. We did not bring it down because
people asked for it, but because we thought
the request was reasonable.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is
sulficient for the Government to say, “We
believe that this is the way it should he
done, and we have done it in this way.

Mr, Lindsay: We ave told we asked for
the Act, but we were not allawed to explain
in the House what we were asking for.

Mr. Withers: Tt was supported by the
Teader of the Country Party.

Mr. Thomson: Tt was not.

Mr. Withers: Took in “Tlansard.”

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It was
a poor excuse to put forward.

The Premier: We are bringing down this
Rill, and na one has asked for it!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Government have an opportunity lo get
advice upon these matters, snch as is not
afforded to the ordinary member. They
can come here hetter informed on all these
questions than ordinary members. It is not
enough to sav that someone has asked for
a Bill. The Premier said he wanted to put
a tax of 14d. in the pound on land in order
that we might reduee railway freights. He
said a section of the people had asked for
that fo be done. T <hall ask at the proper
time that this tax be taken off. The Min-
ister for Agricultural Water Supplies has
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now browght dewn this Bill, and szeems to
think Lhat the agrieniturists will not object
{0 the pavment of the tax. Ts it wourth
while?

The Premier: Nothing of the kind. He
1s not foolish enough .te thiok that people
will not object 1o the payment of a tax.

Hon. Sivr JAMES MITCHELL: He has
grown wiser lhan he was yesterday. I am
glad the Government now realise that peo-
ple do object to paying taxes.

The Premier: Of course they do. Every-
one does.

Hon. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: There
was a time wlen the people were persuaded
that if we soull only tax enterprise heavily
enough it would be a wonderful thing for
the workers. The workers know now that
high taxation means loss of employment,
and they are not so keen on it. This Bill
is an additional tax on top of the other
taxes.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: You do not realise the needs of
the agriculturists or the agrienltural towns.

Hon. Sir TAMES MITCHELL: Of course
I know nothing ahont them.

The WMinister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: You have no grasp of them at
all,

Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: If I bhad
spent. most of my life in a mining centre
somewhere in the back eountry I should
have kpown all abont evervthing. T would
be in no donbt about anything. I should
bave heen well-informed upon many sub-
irets about which T now know nothing.
Partlienlarly should I have known all about
the town T live in if T had spent all my
time, say, in Menzies. I know enough,
however, to know how little T do know. 1f
the Minister knew enough to know how little
he knows about these subjects, he would deal
with them in a different manner. I am not
going to agree that water supplies put down
20 or 30 years age, and which have been
used by the people ever singe without
charge, shall now carry the charge sought hy
the Minister.

The Minister for Agrienltural Water
Supplies: Tt is not proposed to do that at
all.

Houn. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is
what the Bill says, and what the Minister
said wonld happen when he introduced it.
When we pass a Bill, we pass the written
word. We do not consider the words’of
the Minister will become law, but the words
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we find in the Bill. We have no right to
insert in a Bill a single word that is un-
necessary. It is unnecessary to impose
taxation upon people who have had the ad-
vantage of these pioneering supplies for
many years. I am not going to agree to the
imposition of this tax. Tt is becoming a
habit to pile iaxzation upon the agricul-
urist. It eannot be put on the gold-
miner because he holds only a small lease.
For the twentieth time during the last fow
vears, the agriculturist has been singled
out for some special impost of this kind.
I do not propose to agree to it, and
I hope the House will reject the Bill
The Minister is now engaged in putting down
water supplies which will meéan retieulation,
and will thus provide an adequate yearly
supply for farmers, who will be spared the
cost of establishing supplies on their own
lands. I suppose hundreds of thousands of
pounds have been gpent on goldfields water
supplies without the imposition of any
charge. Hven to-day we are writing off
£45,000 from the cost of water on the East-
ern Goldfields because we knew the pricve
charged was too high. But then we turn to
people in the outback country, people en-
gazed in the work of development, and say
to them, “You shall pay for water which
vou carf from wells” This is not water
supplied through 2 standpipe. Such a posi-
tion is absolutely wrong. T object not only
to the charges to be made, but to
the attitude of the Government towards
people engaged in developmental work.
Those people are rlready overburdencd hy
taxation. not only as regards amount but as
regards the multiplicity of its forms, I hope
T ean appeal with some degree of confidence
to hon. members opposite, whose eonstitu-
ents are kept afloat by the work of the man
on the land, and who themselves are helping
on the work of produetion. T hope I can
look for their support in the rejection of
this measure.

Mr. Sleeman: Ave you referring to the
Minister? .

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No. Ilis
heart is hardened, und it is no use appeal-
ing to him. T hope T ean appeal to the mem-
ber for Menzies (Mr. Panton}.

Mr. Panton: Oh, easilv! What is it sll
ahout?

Hon Sir JAMES MITCHELT: I shall
divide the House on the question, and we
shall see where hon, members stand whose
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distriets live by the work of the very people
whom the measure attocks, 1 hope the
Minister will agree to withdraw the Bill
The lhou. gentleman comes here and asks
the Flouse to impose taxation upon those
people tor small supplies that will not jus-
tify the installation of pipes For retieula-
tion. By such taxation the Minister may
colleet a relatively tremendvns amount of
1evenue, having regard to the small cost of
the work. 1 shall vote against the second
reading, as 1 ghall vote against every biil
intreduced  during this session imposing
any form of taxation upon the man on the
innd,

MR. C. P, WANSBROUGH (Beverley;
[9.34]: T cannot support the Minister ns
regards this measure, especially in view of
its retrospective features. Spenking on the
Address-in-reply, I cobgratulated the hon.
gentleman on the work he had done in cer-
tain portions of my electorate, and presum-
ably throughout the State. I referred more
especially to small sechemes of water sup-
iy, sueh zs wells and dams, The pesition
under the Bill, however, partienlarly having
regard to its retrospective clanses, is olarm-
ing.

Hon. Siz James Mitchell: Take my ad-
viee and resisi all those taxes.

Mr, C. P. WANSBROUGH: I agree with
the Leader of the Opposition that ther
seems to be a gencral atmosphere of taxation
obout the present Goverament.  After all
said and done, the burden of inxation falls
chiefly upon the man on the land. If the
Minister sueeeeds in getting this  Biil
through—T sincerely hope he will not—the
resnlt will be to lower him in the estimation
of the publie generally, and especially of
the people whom the Rill closely affects.
Under existing legislation relating to water
boards the Government already have suffie-
ient power, It is as regards the more rssen-
tial services ihat I fhink the Minister iz
wrong. I acknowledge that in woving the
second reading the hon. gentleman stated
that only in certain cases wounld the mras-
nre he made retrospective.  Bul there 13 need
in many cases for the provisi:u of tanks,
dams and windmills, and these things de
not last for ever. It is n continual source
of worry to agricultural members to have
these matters kept in order, There is an
srrangement under which local governing
lodies take over some of the smaller water
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schemes, and in some eases, I heliev:, those
bodies carry out their duties as expected. 1n
other cases, however, neglect nceurs during
good seasons, when additional supplies of
water are not needed. Then comes a season
like the lust, and the additional supply be-
comes essential. In every future case the
Minister will have power to impose a rate
up to 3d.. ms pointed out by the Leader of
the Opposition. In introducing the measure
the Minister said he intended to use with
discretion his power to impose rates. But
Ministers ecome and go.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell;
some of them go, the better.

My, C. P. WANSBROUGH: To me that
phase of the Bill is highly disturbing. An-
other direction in which the Bill seeks ad-
ditional powers is the application of rates
to new settlers. I refer especially to the
3,000 farms scheme. The Minisier has said
that the measure will apply even to the
supplies by way of dam and well that he
is pufting in hand now. If the schemes
in view were large, and if the people con.
cernesl were first eansulted by way nf vefer-
¢ndum, this would be well and good, but
as regards smaller schemes, consisting of
wells and dams, I wonder how this measure
will be viewed by the Migratien Comuniz-
Siomn,

The Minister for Agrieultural Water Sup-
plies: They have nothing to do with that.

Mr, C. P. WANSBROUGH: The Min-
ister is making provision for schemes which
will be finsnced cut of the cheap moncy pro-
vided under the migration agreement. On
the one hand the Government say to people,
“We will settle you on the Jand under ad-
vantageous conditions,” and on the other
hand the Bill proposes to inpsse on those
people a rate of 3d. per acre for all time.
That is what it emounts to in p'2in English.
It is not a gnod advertisement for this or
any other Government to introduce a roeas-
ure of this kind at the present junetuore, even
if it were wanted, In many aress, and more
partieularly the pioveering areas whish are
to be dealt with under the 3,000 {arme
scheme, the difficulties are suffic’ent without
addifional taxation in the form of rates to
be imposed under the Bill. T repeat, it is
not a gond advertisement for either the Gov-
ernment or the State that smeh a measure
should be introduced at the vresent junc-
tfure T am with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in opposing the imposition of further
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taxation in any shape upon the man on the
land, more especially in view of the disiress-
ing timg akesd of wany pioneering setilers,
whom the Bill hits severely. We have beard
it claimed by the present Government fimes
out of nwnber that ihey ere vui to assisi
(he man on the land. I give them eredit for
what they have done; but this measure is
notbing to bhe prud of, partienarly
a3 troublous tiroes are ahead. Pros-
peets are nol. bright for tue pioneer
ing settler at presemnt, and [ Thope
the Minister will #ee the wisdem of with-
drawing the Bill. It is one of the most
drastic measures he could possibly introduce
in the- present stage of this couatry’s devel-
opment. On the one hand the Government
offer frez conditions of settlement, and on
the other hand they introduce tazation of
this kind.

MR. LATHAM (York) [9.42]: I should
appose the charging of a water rate to set-
tlers who are to be served by the new
scheme, but still I sympathise with the Min-
ister in his intention to establish water sup-
plies. In the past such supplies have becn
paid for out of the State revenue, and I
see no reasom for deviating from the old
system. One of the most burdensome things

"a farmer has to do, especially in the early

stages, is to oart water: and to have to pay
for the water after earting it possibly a
long distance seems a great hardship. I have
often heard it said that in making a valu-
ation of a farm one has to take into account
the invisible improvements. An invisible
improvement made in the early siages is
represented by water-carting. 1 am sorry
that the Minister has introduced a Bill which
will make things harder for the people
doing pioneering work in this country. To
ask people to come out and put up with all
the inevitable hardships of new settlement
and then to say to them, “We are not goirg
to give you any concessions at all, but will
make vou pay rates and taxes and rent aund
interest and & hundred and one other
things,” is to put up an impessible propo-
sition. On top of it all, the Minister pro-
poses to iax pioneers at so much per acre,
although they may have to cart water for
five-sixths of the year with two or three
horses. The tax may be as high as £12 10s.
per thousand acres. I do not wish the Min-
ister to feel disappointed at the opposition
to the Bill from this side of the House, and
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to conclude that we do not want these water
supplies.

The Minister for Agricnltural Water Sup-
plies: I have seen similar opposition {o the
amending Bill brought before Parliament in
1925, which made it possible to inaugurate
the rock catchmeni schemes,

Mr. LATHAM: i bope the Minister will
not misunderstand me. A vast difference
exists between that large scheme and these
small ones. That is a fact the hon. gentle-
man must not lose sight of. 1 do not wish
him to infer, from our opposition to Lhe
Bill, that we do not want the man on the
land to be given water supplies. We want
the pioneer settler to be assisted, and espeei-
ally in the early stages, in the matter of
water supplies, The larger schemes have
all been installed in established districts.

Hon. 3iv James Mitchell: They are put in
out of the one per cent. money.

Mr. LATHAM: I back the Minister in
that respect, and will back him again.

The Minister for Agrieultural Water Sup-
plies: Then support the Bill.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 eannot honestly sup-
port a Bill imposing taxation upeon settlers
who are on the edge of settlement. In the
past such settlers have been furnished by
the Government with wells and dams, avod
despite that fact some of them have had lo
cart water as far as 12 miles. We should
not harass and penalise the majority of
people because a minority will not ook after
equipment when they have got it. While un
this Bill I would mention that road boards
have been permitted to do certain work in
¢annection with water supplies in the in-
torests of their districts. In that connection
T wish to tell the Minister what is being
done in one ¢ase. A boring plant was sent
to a road hoard district to bore for water.
I guarantee that the men employved found
water more cheaply than it wonld have been
found by men from the Public Works De-

partment. However, they damaged the
boring rods; one rod was broken.
Therenpon the Pnblic Works Depart-
ment charged the rvoad board £12

10s. for loss of equipment and damage.
In the ordinary course of events, should the
Government send out a gang, no charge
wonld be made against those men in the
event of any of the gear being damaged. Ba-
cause the loeal governing bodies desired to
agsist the Government, the department
turned round and charged the loeal anthor-
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ity I have in mind with the cost of a dam:
aged rope and a broken boring rod. That
sort of thing does not tend to improve the
feeling that should exist between the local
governing authorities nand the Aepartment.
Work of this deseviption has always beeu
done more cheaply by the loeal anthorities
than by the Government. The cost of super-
vision has been less and, gencrally speak-
ing, the work has alwnys heen more cheaply
earried out by the local people, I wish to
encourage the Minister to provide water
supplies, and Parliament bas never refused
to agree to the Estimates he has submitted
for the provision of supplies in the early
stages of land settlement. When the Min-
ister has reason to find fault with the action
of Parliament in that respeet, then be will
be justified in levying the charge he seeks
under the Bill. T want to see wells and dams
supplied for the nssistance of early settlers
in districts that are being pioneered; I do
not want to see farmers harassed at a time
when it is impossible for them to meet the
demands such as will be made if the
Bill is agreed to. T hope the Minister will
go on with the work and drep the Bill. T
have no great ohjection to the proposal to
levy a charge apainst settlers who have
secured a water supply in country town-
ships. There are many small towns along
the varions agrienltural railway lines where
the residents would be only too happy to
secure a permanent water supply during the
summer months, Provided the loeal people
are consulled, I do not think there will be
any strong opposition fo the propesal to
fevy n charge sagainst the people who have
seenred water supplies in the eountry town-
ships. I will not oppose that portion of
the Bill but T shall strenuously oppose the
Bill insofar as it seeks to provide a charge
against the early settlers.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [947]:
When travelling round my eleetorate, I
disenssed the question of water supplies
with the Minister. As a result of what he
told me, I was in favour of his propesals,
but T am quite sure that the Bill will not
give effect to what 1 understood the Min-
ister was aiming at. The Bill deals with
a tax proposed to be levied in respect of
wells that have heen, or may be, constructed.
T do not believe for one moment that the
Minister intended to charge a rate in respect
of work already done in conneetion with
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pioneering water supply schemes, 1 think
it is that phase of the Bill that has so
gravely concerned hon. members. T hape the
Minister will make that point clear, and that
he will agree to amend the measure insofar
as it applies to work already done. 1 do
not think the Minister intended the Bill to
be applied i that way.

Mr, Latham: But why differentiate?

Mr. LINDSAY : There will be no differen-
tiation if the Minister gives effect to what he
informed me was his desire. In the future,
I understand, the pioneering water schemes
will be provided as in the past. The pro-
vision of small schemes to assist settlers dur-
ing the. pioneering stages will still Le madn
available without any charges being levied.
On the other hand, the Minister is aiming at
bigger schemes for country towns. I had
twe in my elecforate and the Minister has
indicated that nn power is c¢ontained in the
1904 or the 1925 Aects to ensble him to
provide water schemes unless he lays down
a main and imposes water rates. The pur-
pose of the Bill has been clearly indicated
by the Minister. If will enable the Govern-
ment to ereet windmills or pumping plant
that will allow the water fo he made avail-
able in townships where the farmers can
secure their water supplies from a stand-
pipe. The Minister has taken power under
the Rill to strike a rate on the capital cost,
interest, sinking fund and working expenses.
T assume that the work to be carried out
will be handed over to the local governing
anthorities, so {hat they may attend to
it. This will nrot be the first fime that
that sort of thing has been done. When I was
chairman of the Dowerin Road Board 10
or 12 years ago, I signed an agreement
with the Government for the extension of
the Dowerin water supply by means of
duplicating the dam and erecting a wind-
mill and stand pipe in the main street. On
behalf of the board T agreed to pay in-
terest and sinking fund amounting to £27
per annum, and that scheme has been a god-
send to the distriet. It was not an expen-
sive proposition for the people, and it has
azsured an adequate water supply from
which the settlers have been ghle to draw off
their requnirements.

Hoan. Sir James Mitchell:
not pav any taxation.

Mr. LINDSAY: No, the road board
paid the tax, not the individual settlers.

But they did
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Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
preity cheap scheme for them.
Mr. LINDSAY: Yes, and [ want an ex-
tension of that scheme. The people there
have heen building upon securing an ex-
tension of the Goldfields Water Scheme, I
appreciate the fact that that is an absolu-
tely impossible propesition from an
econpomic  standpoint. On the other
hand, these ecountry towns are the
backbone of the State arnd it is only
right that water supplies shall be made
avuilable so that the people may
live in comfort. There are difficulties
to be encountered, and it is impossible
tn sink dams in the vicinity of back
vards, The people at Wyalkatchem
are eonfronted with a difffenlty, for the
dam there is not very successful. It is «
mile and a half from the town. Means must
he provided to enable the water to be con-
veved to the town. The Minister stated
recently that it was not fair that the Gov-
ernment should be asked to find the capital
cost on all the money, and that the people
should pay their proportion, not 1s. per
acre, or 3s. on the annual value, as was pro-
posed in the past, but on a basis of some-
thing like 9d. on the annual value and 3d.
per acre. I could instance the Wilgoyne
water seheme, without which the settlers
in that area would not be there to-day. In
that instance a rock catchment was made
uge of, the first of its kind in Western
Australia. The eountry there is in the drv
areas and ig flat, so thati it is almosf im-
possible to catch water. However, the Min-
ister found the maney and carried out the
scheme. It is not a watter of reticula-
tion. A main was constructed alongside
the road and some 1,000-gallon tanks were
erected at different pnints. The settlers
were able to draw off their supplies from
the tanks and they have been quite satis-
fied with that scheme, for which they pay
from £8 to £12 per 1.000 acres. I do not
like the elause that has a retrospective ap-
plication, and I do not think the Minister
intended it to apply in that way.

Mr. Thomson: That was indicated in
the Minister’s speech, at any rate.

Mr. LINDSAY: T think the Minister
really made a mistake, In the course of
his speech the Minister said—

It was u

I have already referred to the enormous
gumg of money that have been spent to vro-
vide water supplies throughout the agricul-
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tural areas, and there are many that are to-
day, and never have been, revenue-producing.
That state of affairs cannot be allowed to
continue.

We ean only infer from that that the dams
and wells will be taxed in the future. [
do not think that is what the Minister in-
tended. The Minister pointed out that
£520,519 had been expended up to 30th
June last on the provision of tanks and
wells in agrieultural areas, A great pro-
portion of that expenditure has not heen
revenue-producing. In fact, a great dea!
of the money has been wasted.

Houn. Sir James Mitchell: Quite a num-
ber of bores have been put down,

Mr, LINDSAY: Yes, and a great manv
dams, too. I have sunk some of them and
know what I am talking abgut. Some have
been put down in places that never have
held water and never will do so. I have
sunk a number of dams under coniract to
the Government, and those dams were con-
structed south of Trayning. Plans were
forwarded to me showing where the dams
were to be constructed. When I examined
a number of the sites I found that some
of the trial pits were bottomed in
gravel, and I was expeeted fo put dams
down in that class of country. Not one of
the sites that I inspected according to the
plan, could be utilised. An inspector visited
the distriet with me and we fixed on other
sites. I understand that four of the dams
that were constructed held water but one
has not done so. Years ago the Govern-
ment used to look after the water supplies
and were accustomed to sending men 60 or
80 miles to repair a pump. When I was a
road board chairman, I rather foolishly
butted in and suggested that instead of the
Government looking after the dams and so
forth, they should subsidise the road boards
to the extent of half the amount it had eost
the Governmeni to earry out that work. The
Government adopted that scheme for a year,
but in the sneceeding year they made the
road boards take over the work without any
assistance from the Government at all. Quite
a number of the dams ars not for the eon-
venience of the public; they are really pn-
vate water supplies in the interests of in-
dividuals whose farms are adjacent to the
dams. When other settlers go te the dam
for water, they find it empty becanse the
farmer living alongside the dam has used
the water himself. Laeal governing authori-
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ties have refused to keep wells in repair
because they have not been required for the
use of people generally but rather for indi-
vidnals. In many instanees the farmer re-
siding alongside a dam has sent to the road
board office 20 miles away to secare the re-
pair of a pump, although the farmer himself
has been the only man to use it.

Mr. Thomson : You would not suggest
that such a man should not use itf

Mr. LINDSAY: No, but such a man wili
not use the pump unless the Jocal governing
anthorities repair it for him. Aececording to
the Minister's statement, £€1,604,325 has
been expended on wells and water supplies
on the goldfields, exclusive of the Goldfields
Water Supply scheme, and of that amount
only £113,680 produces revenne. Ag against
that, £522,609 has been spent on the pro-
vision of tanks and wells in the agricultural
areas.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is over &
period of years.

Mr. Thomson: And is returning revenue.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes, indirectly, becanse
men cannot be settled in the couniry areas
without water supplies, The position is be-
coming more important in the wheat belt
hecanse we are settling people forther out
where the rainfall is lower,

Mr, Latham: And where the dizstance for
carting wheat is greater.

Mr. TINDSAY: Railways will be con-
strueted and they will overcome that diffi-
culty. In many of these districts there is
sufficient rain to enable settlers to grow
crops, but not sufficient to provide water
supplies. In my own district the Minister
administering our water supplies has put
down quite & number of schemes. He has
heen harnessing these small rock catchments.
So, to-day wherever there is a rock cateh-
ment, it has been reserved for the fufuye
use of the people in the district. In many
cases the Minister has harnessed those water
supplies and put down concrete tanks. )
do not think it is the intention to tax thal
particular form of supply, but I believe
that what is intended is that some time later
on, as the district progresses, another and
bigger scheme will be put down that can
he used for the whole of the distriet, a pipe
line running eight or ten miles, and a stand
pipe.

Mr. Latham: Not a stand pipe.

Mr. LINDSAY: The Minister's words
were “Where old schemes have been re-
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conditioned and additional expense ipcurred,
it will be necessary to rate. In connection
with new schemes where motor power is
necessary, or a stand pipe service, a rate
will be struck.” I assume that when the
Minister mentioned stand pipe services, he
did not mean a stand pipe into a tapk or
a dam, but a stand pipe that will have io
travel some miles along the road. The
people in my district, of course, like to get
something for nothing, but I am satisfied
we are not going to get this service unless
we are prepared to pay for it. Also, T am
satisfied that ihe majority of the people in
my distriect who require this service, are
prepared fo pay for it. All 1 want the
Minister to do is fo make it elear in the Bill
that this charge is not going to be retro-
spective.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Tt applies to
new schemes and old schemes in preeisely
the same way.

Mr. LINDSAY: No. There is only one
old scheme in the whole of my electorate,
which is a big one. Not one scheme has
been put down, except it is a dam or a well
with a pump on it, that we have not paid
for ourseives. In one or two instances the
local authorities have applied to the Gov-
ernment for assistance in putting up a
windmill, but we have always had to find
our share of the cost. And they are the
only instances in which anything has been
done cxcept to put down a well and erect
a windlass. Only once have we not had to
pay anything, and that was in Dowerin,
as 1 have mentioned. 1In Dowerin we
have come to the conciusion we must
have that local water supply. Everybody
has concluded that if that town is to pro-
gress, it must have a better water supply.
That better water supply ean be provided
by the Minister, but we cannot afford it.
We cannot get enough water te lay it on to
every house, and even if we could, we would
have to provide a stand pipe. I am not
going to compliment the Minister on the
way he introduced the Bill, for he said
something that made the matter suspicious.
Nor do I like in the Bill that word making
it retrospective. I have discussed the thing
with the Minister on various occasions, and
I do not believe he intends to make taxation
retrospective. I hope the Minister in his
reply will clear np the position. T will
support the second reading.
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MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) {10.5]: As a
representative of an agricultural electorate,
naturally T hava been cuspicious since read-
ing what the Minister said when moving
the second reading of the Bill. I take it the
Bill really is one that has been framed with
the idea of providing some mcans of taxing
the small towns. I gather from the Min-
ister’s speech, and alse from what the mem-
ber for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) bas said,
that that is really bebind things. At the
same time, as has been said here repeatedly,
we have to go upon, not just what the Min-
ister says, but what the Bill says. There is
no getting away from the fact that the Bill
is intended to be retrospective.

The Minister for Agricultural
Suppliea: No one is denying it. ;

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The member for York
(Mr. Latham) said just now that the water
supply at Narembeen and Emu Hill would
come under the Bill.

Mr. Latham: Tt is provided for in the
existing law,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes, it is provided
for in the existing law. But as the member
for Toodyay pointed out, I take it this is
for towns like Dowerin and Wyaleatchem.
Those towns are seeking, and naturally must
have, hetter water supplies. Recently I
totalled up the claims with some farmers
from Dowerin and Goomalling. The sub-
jeet was discussed very earnestly with me
by many men there, and it was snid that
the nxtension of the goldfelds water scheme
should he earried through to supply the
country along that railway.

The Minister for Agrienltural Water
Supplies: Tt cannot be carried through.

My, GRIFFITHS: I am aware of that.
T wrote to the depariment and they kindly
furnished me with a draft of the scheme
for providing water for Quelagetting in that
ares., When the matter of extending it fur-
ther was gone into, it was found that the
cost would be altogether prohibitive. In
fact, it is the pumping plant that has pnt
the thing altogether out of court. Refer-
ence was made at the time to a proposai
drawn up prior to the inanguration of the
rock catchments scheme. A scheme was
being outlined by the Engineer-in-Chief to
provide that area along the railway. This
was put out of court by the establishment
of the rock catchment schemes, and it was
found it would be impossible to provide
water for those people at reasonable cost.
The Minister will be well advised to agree
to an amendment of this clause that makes

Water



1284

the whole thing retrospective. 1 do not
like the idea of taxing schemes al-
ready in operation. For instanee, I
think it is at Bungullopine where they have
& dam, And therc are other places from
which settlers have had to eart their water.
If any improvement were made, it is quite
possible under this measure for the people
using the water to be immediately taxed.
I do not know whether the Minister intends
that this shall be done, but it is possible ac-
cording to the wording of the Bill. I do
not propose to support the clause that
makes & charge for retrospective work, 1
agree that something must be done for the
small towans, but as the member for Beverley
pointed out, and as the Leader of the Op-
position pointed ouf, it secems that every
measure being brought down is designed to
impose fresh taxation on the man on the
land. The member for Toodyay is interested
iu seeing that his towns are provided
with water supplies and I am guite with
him that provision should be made for them,
but to the taxing of small schemes, par-
ticularly old-established ones, I am entirely
opposed,

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [10.11]):
T think we all admit that the Minister for
Agricultural Water Supplies has done the
best he can, and he ecertainiy has been very
sympathetic, but I intend to oppose the
second reading of the Bill because T do not
approve of ifs retrospective character. The
member for Toodyay said that from con-
versation he had had with the Minister.
he was convinced it was not intended that
the Bill should have retrospective effuct.
When the member for Avon was speaking,
however, the Minister, in reply to an inter-
jeetion, said it was intended to be retro-
speetive. The Country Party hold that it
iz essential to provide water supplies to
enable the people to develop the land. The
present and previous Lahonr Governments
certainly have done their part in providing
water supplies. The expenditure of that
money has enabled many distriets to he
settled, hut it is not in the inferests of a
distriet that after its wants have been sup-
plied, the Government should be permitted
to come along and levy a charge of 2d.
per acre in order in increase the supply that
it may meet the regnirements of possibly
only a few settiers. Men on the land have
alreadv gone to the expense of providing
their own water supplies, and yet they are
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to be mulcted to the tune of £12 10s. a year
for a water supply. While the Bill may suit
some members, it will not suit the people
I represent. Take the position of a man
who has to eart water: we are asked to
impose a levy of 3d. per acre on his holding.
He has to eart water six, eight, ten, or per-
haps 12 miles to enable him to ecarry on his
farming work. Surely that is quite sofii-
cient tax on him! If it is necessary, T am
agreeable to the Government doing in future
as lhey are able to do at present and as
many road boards ave able to do at pre-
sent, namely, charge s¢ much per hundred
wallons for water at the standpipe.

The Minister for Agricnltural Water
Supplies: You will have enough of that
this year and you will find it far more
expensive than the schemes put into opera-
tion under this measure.

Mr. THOMSON: T do not know that that
will be so. Take the small towns where tlie
townspeople have leen unable to seenre a
supply and a dam has been sunk. It may
he some distance away and it is proposed
to levy a rate up to 3d. per acre on agri-
cultural land and up to 9d. in the pound
on town land when a standpipe is taken
into a town. There may be quite a large
nunber of people in the fown who have
made adequate provision for a water sup-
ply, but because some people are probably
careless and have not made sufficient pro-
vision. the others are to be muleted to the
tune of 9. in the pound on the valuation
of their land. T am not prepared to give the
Government power to place increased taxa-
tion on the people in country distriets. The
(Government have already power similar to
that enjoyed by the loeal authorities that
when a standpipe is erected in s small fown
they mav levy a charge for the water
earted, That js fair and just. I reguat
that T eannot agree with the Minister in his
proposal te impose this levy on settlers.
While he was making his second reading
speech, I asked by way of interjection if il
was proposed to impose the levy even if a
man had provided a water supply of his
own. The Minister’s reply was, “Why
should people in agrieulinral areas, irre-
spective of whether they have a well or wind-
mill on their blocks, be exempt from paving
water rates?’ If I have gone to the expense
of sinking a well and providing an ade-
quate supply, surely an additional tax shonld
not be imposed upon me for 2!l time simply
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hecanse other settlers in the district have
not seen fit to provide for their own needs!
Provision should be made for such cases
From my reading of the Act already on the
statute-book the Government have Eull power
to deal with the supply for country towns,
and as regards the small fowns, there is
nothing to prevent the Govermmnent from
doing what has been done in the past. A
road hoard has power to sink a dam and
provide water. The Government can do as
they have done in the larger towns—supply
the funds to the road board, which then
imposes a levy on the people in the dis-
trict—instead of levying a special charge
under n measure of this kind. Let the local
authority provide the water supply and
charge a sufficient sum at the standpipe.
People who are compelled to cart water to
carry on their farming operations are sufli-
ciently taxed without having levied upon
them an additional charge because they are
within a preseribed water supply area. The

extension of the goldfields  water
scheme imposed a grave hardship on
a large number of settlers who to-

day are levied for a supply simply because
the main passes their farins or because
they are within the prescribed area.
They have never drawn a drep of water
from the scheme, and yet they are mulet
in pounds every year. Where people have
their own water supplies they should not
be compelled to pay these rates. I commend
the Minister for his sympathetic considera-
tion towards these people, but I am afraid
there is no gainsaying the fact that it is the
intention of the department to levy a tax
upon water supplies, some of which have
been in existence for the last 10 or 20 years,
I do not approve of that action, and
intend to oppose the second reading of the
Bill. There should be no increase in taxa-
tion, in view of the burdens already placed
upon the farming community. This tax
will certainly place an additional burden
upon the newly settled areas. Tt is the duty
of the Government to supply key dams.
That is the policy we stand for and it is
one I must support. I cannot support any
charge that is made upon new areas. Pos-
sibly the Minister may not intend fo inflict
a burden on the settlers, but as the Bill gives
him power to do so I must oppose it.

THE MINISTEP. FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. J.
Cunpingham — Kalgourlie — in reply)
[10.22] : The Leader of the Opposition stated
that in his opinion it was not right to tax
tbe farmers or settlers upon works that bad
been completed some years agc. It is not
intended o levy 2 tax opon the setilers for
the purpose of bringing in revenue to meet
the sinking fund and interest charges on
completed works.

Mr. Thomson: That is what you say in
Clause 2.

The MINISTER TOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES : 1 will explain that.

-Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You cannot ex-
plain it.

The MINISTER ¥FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: I muy not be cap-
able of explaining it to the T.eader of the
Opposition, but I think I can make myself
sufficiently intelligible {o the other members
of the House, and be understood by them.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: T hope so; you
have not succeeded so far.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUITURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: The Bil! will be re-
trospective in certain directions. Recently
the Water Supply Department bave been
called upon to provide water stations im
new ecountry in advance of settlement. In
carrying out these works the department
has had an eve to the future. It is real-
ised that a suhbstantial sum of money will
Le spent in the near future in ihe enlarge-
ment of portions of schemes already com-
pleted. Parts of schemes already com-
pleted will be worked into greater schemes
for the purpose of rendering the necessary
service in the matter of water supplies in
the districts concerned. Service tanks have
been constructed in the new areas. These
will serve as storage tanks for the time
being. Later on, from the service tanks
the water will be gravitated to the sur-
rounding country and will supply the
farmers’ needs. A pipe line will be run
out as a preliminary to the more extensive
work that will be put in hand later. When
this has been done at the request of the set-
tlers, we shall eall upon themn to pay a rate
in accordance with the provisions of the
Bill.

Mr. Thomson: Have you not power to-
do that under the present Bill%

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: No, I have power
under the Aect of 1925 only o levy a mazi-
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mum rate of 1s. per aere, plus a holding
fee of £5. That is for a reticulation scheme
and not for a standpipe scheme.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That is all you
want. Yon are putting in these tin pot
standpipes.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: I have introduced
this Bill to meet the needs of the settlers who
have asked for additional water supplies in
their distriets.

Mr. Thomson: It it the first I have heard
of the request.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: The hon. member
does not hear everything., As Minister for
Agricultural Water Supplies, I probably
Lear a great deal more about those matters
than he does. The provisions of the Bili
will be made retrospective for tke purposes
I have mentioned. Works which have re-
cently been put in hand and are nearing
completion will be brought into & greater
distriet water supply scheme later on. The
supply may, however, be used in the im-
mediate future from a standpipe system,
which may extend for five or seven miles
into the agrieultural distriets.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You could de
all that without this Bill.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: No. I have had
enough of the guarantee system adopted by
the previous Administration. 1 often find
that settlers who have entered into an agree-
ment have left their holdings or sold them,
and that the agreements become null and
void and are of no use to the department as
a gnarantee. When a settler sells his hold-
ing that is the end of the agreenent.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It ought to
have applied to the land.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: It iy an agreement
between the individual and the department,
hence the need for this legislation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That has noth-
ing to do with the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPLIES: It has everything to
do with it. The poliey of the department
has altered considerably since the Leader
of the Opposition left office. We bave kept
away from the mudhole policy that was then
in vogue. We propose that the department
shall give more valuable service and be more
officient than it hes been in the past. That
is another reason for the introduction of
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this legislation. 1 did refer to a certain
sum of £520,000 which had been spent
on pioneer agricultural water supplies,
and which is not revenue producing. 1
said this expenditure should not go on. I
was under the impression that T had con-
nected my remarks with requests that had
been made for the reconditiening of some
of the older tanks. By that 1 mean the en-
largement of existing supplies by means of
silt pits and the roofing of tanks {o pre-
vent evaporation. I am assured by those
who understand the position that to-day
we are losing upwards of 7 feet 6 inches or
8 feet of water per annum through evap-
oration in the wheat areas.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
tern Australia.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: It is realised that
the storage tank cannot properly fulfil its
purpose if it is not roofed. It is no use
storing a quantity of water in a hole in
the ground if we are to permit evaporation
to this extent to go on each ycar.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is the evapora-
tion without the roofing?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: The roof is de-
signed to prevent evaporation. When the
settlers put in a requisition through their
representatives, or by way of deputation,
for certain old tanks to be reconditioned
and for a distriet water station to be pro-
vided thev will then understand that the
work can only ba done in accordance with
the provisions of the Bill.

Mr. Thomson: Could not the road boards
do the work$

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: No. A road
board is not a water board. It could he
made a water bourd, but even then it would
have no powers additionel to those now en-
joyed by the Minister under the Water
Boards Aect. The Minister himself has not
power to do it otherwise than by special
agreement, and special agreements are most
unpopular with the Water Supply Depart-
ment. This legislation is necessary.

Mr. Lindsay: A road board may be
formed into a water board under the Aet
now.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL WATER SUPPLIES: Yes, and if
this Bill passes that is the intention. The
Water Supply Department do not desire to

Not in Wes-
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handle small schemes, or to recondition old
tanks, or to instal windmills and storage
tanks, or to connect a distriet by a small
line of pipe if it is found that a loeal author-
ity is prepared to handle the business in ae-
cordance with the provisions of the Aet. It
is the Government’s desire to make pos-
sible the fullest local autonomy, and to get
road boards to handle their own affairs in
the matter of water supply as far as pos-
sible, The Leader of the Opposition said
that in legislation of this kind the farmers
are getting it in the neck.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: They are.

The MINISTER FOR  AGRICUL-
TURAL WATER SUPPLIES: Let me as-
sure the Leader of the Opposition that as
the result of inadequate water supplies in
agricultural areas the farmer is going to get
it only in the neck but also in the poclket
during the coming season. The water is not
stored; provision for storage was not made
in the past. Now it will remain to haul
water over long distances, and who will be
called uwpon to pay the freight involved?
What is a bzalf-penny, or a penny, or even
threepence per acre, as compared with the
eost of water hauled during three months
of the year or even longer? The Leader
of the Opposition has taken rather a short-
sighted view of the provisions of the Bill.
The hon. gentleman pointed out that where
gettlers are called upen to cart water fo
eight or 10 miles they should receive the
fullest possible consideration from the
Water Supply Department. That is quite
right and absolutely trme. But what is the
position of the farmer who carts from an
excavation made years ago, an excavation
partly silted, where there is no roofing,
where he has to Jose hours haunling the
water out of the reservoir to fill his tank?
Is it not more economical to pay even £12
10s. per thonsand aeres—which is the maxi-
muim--and have an adequate water supply?
Of course it is. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion possibly has not looked into the matter
as closely as he might have done.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: T know whal
the farmer is going to pay in taxation.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL WATER SUPPLIES: When tne
Bill to amend the Water Boards Act was
being discussed in 1925, the Leader of the
Opposition used exactly similar arguments
in opposition. 1 cannot understand his at-
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titude. I cannot believe that he has not
the interests of the farmers a{ heart in the
matter of water supply. Yet why docs he
on every ocecasion assume an attitude of op-
position to the beneficial measnres submitted
for the purpose of assisting the settler?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You have to
show that this is beneficial.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL WATER SUPPLIES: 1 have
shown that it is,

Hon. Sir James Mitchall: Tt is not.

The MINISTER FOR  AGRICUL-
TURAL WATER SUPPLIES: In addition,
there are the works now under construction,
which speak for themselves. It will be the
same with the works put in hand if the Bill
passrs,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Who paid for
the MelPherson's Rock water scheme §

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL WATER SUPPLIES: That is
a most useful scheme. It is a joint railway
and agricultural water supply. There would
be considerable diffienlty to-day in running
the railway system hetwecn Esperance and
Coolgardie were it not for that scheme, Thus
it is serving a highly useful purpose in that
respect alone. As regards country towns,
let me inform the Leader of the Opposition
that Three Springs, Dalwallinu, Dumble-
vung, Ardagh, Morawa, and Perenjori have
already asked for old tanks to be recon-
ditioned and enlarged and roofed, and to be
provided with windmills, and for 5,000, or
10,000-gallon tanks to be erected and fur-
nished with pumps and standpipes for the
use of the people. Those towns are pre-
pared to pay for that service.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
to provide it.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURAIL
WATER SUPPLIES: Under the Water
Boards Ae¢t I have no power to furnish
those facilities.

Mr. Thomson: Have not the loeal auth-
nrities power to provide themselves with
those things under the Roads Aet?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES : No.

My, Thomson: Yes, they have.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: Tf they have the
power, they will not exercise it becaunse
they have not the monev.

They ought
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Mr. Thomson: They certainly have the
power under the Roads Act.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: It is muech better
to introduce the neeessary legislation
whereby these works can be carried out in
A proper manner.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
applies in any case now.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: 1 know of the few
cases where it does apply. The member
for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) mentioned one.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There is
Bridgetown.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: That case is under
the old Act, and up to the present has
been administered by the Water Supply
Department, because it has always shown
& defieit. As soon as it ceases to show a
deficit, the local people will no doubt ask
for a water board.

Ifon. Sir James Mitchell: Then you have
the power.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAIL
WATER SUPPLIES: Yes, where there is
a reficulation system, but not where it is
a standpipe system. Work may be put in
liand for the purpose of providing addi-
tional water supplics in old-seftled dis-
tricts where the settlers so far have not
heen suceessful in obtaining their own sup-
plies. If it is possible for the settlers to
furnish their own supplies, natlurally the
department will not rush in and spend
public money. Only in those districts where
a retienlation system cannot be provided
will advantage be taken of the water sup-

The taxatiou

ply system as here aunthorised, should
the Bill hecome law. To-day I am
being asked in varions parts of the

‘State to enlarge tanks and recondition
outfits. Instead of a man having
to waste an hour or two in pulling water
with a bucket, it will be much better to have
the water in the storage tank, so that he can
Tun in his lorry, fill his tank, and get away
and utilise his time to better sdvantage in,
connection with farming operations. I wish
to emphasise that as regards old tanks and
wells constructed in years gone by the de-
partment do not intend, should the Bill be-
come law, to pass the tax on to the settlers
in the various distriets unless the settlers
themselves ask for those wells to be recon-
ditioned, and to be equipped with windmills
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and storage tanks, If the Bill becomes law
and soeh a request is submitted, the people
will know what they are asking for, and will
realise the obligation under which they are
placing themselves to the department, and
also the financial responsibility they are
undertaking. 1 was rather surprised at the
Country Party’s opposition to the Bill. One
would naturaily expeet that the representa-
tives of the farmers would make some effort
to mequaint themselves with what the Bill
actually proposes.

Mr. Thomson : But there is authority under
the Roads Act to do the very same things.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPFPLIES: That is not so.

Mr. Thomson: I say it is so.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: I have not the neces-
sary authority under the Roads Act, nor had
the past Minister, nor will the incoming
Minister, whoever he may be, have it unless
this Bill passes. The Roads Aet makes cer-
tain provisions with regard to water sup-
plies, but 1t is invariably found that a road
board has not sufficient money to recondition
a well, or to effect repairs where the windlass
has tumbled down the well, or to replace
a rope or a hueket that has been lost. In-
variably a request for assistanee comes to
the Water Supply Department. Applica-
tions are received for the replacement of
buckeis and windlasses, And then they come
along and say that the Government should
provide water supplies, as they have not the
money to do it.

Mr, Thomson interjected.

The MINISTER FOR AGRTCULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: Your Government
did not do mueh.

Hon, SBir James Mitchell: We did a lot,
and with less revenue than you have.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: You sank a lot of
mud holes and you are advoeating the same
sort of thing now!

Mr, SPEAKER : Order!
must address the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: The system of mnd
holes that were put down some years ago for
the purpose of providing an adequate water
supply for the settlers, was all very well in
those days, but we have got beyond that
stage. Those mud holes served a useful pur-
pose, but now the people desire to run stock.

The Minister
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Lhey cannot provide water supplies on their
vwn holdings, and they ask that the Govern-
ment shall make additional provision. That
is why the Bill has been presented to the
House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

House adjourned at 10.43 pm.

Regislative Qouncil,
Thursday, 18th October, 1928

Bills: Lunacy Act Amendment, 1B. 1289
Rallways Discontinuance, 3B, ... . 1289
Fertillsers, report 1280
Bunbury Electric Lightlng Act Amendmenb, 1B, 1265
Dog Act Awendment, Com. 1206
City of Perth Supemnnunuon Fund "R “to re:'er

to Select Committee . 1207

Motion: Collie Power Scheme 128p

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.3u
p.am,, and read prayers.

BILL—LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Chief Secretary and
read a first time.

BILL—RAILWAYS DISCONTINUANCE.

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—FERTILISERS.

Further report of Committee adopted.

MOTION—COLLIE POWER SCHEME.

Dehate resnmmed from 16th Qctoher on the
folliriner motion by the Hon. J. Ewing:—

That in the opinion of this Housr the Gov-
ernment shapll forthwith pro-eed to estnblizh
in the O e Conlfields Aren a gencrative pinnt
eareehte ot wmplvins oleetyiesl evrrent for
Hghting  awnd motive power throughont the
whele ov the areater portion of the State,
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THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Ceptral) [4.35]: Mr. Ewing’s pro-
posel is oie which is calcoiated to win
many supporters among those who are not
in a position to consider the guestion from
every point of view. There is something
enchanting in a scheme wbich transforms
coal into electricity at the colliery itself, and
which by the turning of a handle at Collie,
can be made to distribute powsr and light
to all the thickly populated parts of Western
Australia, at what is alleged to be nominal
cost. DBut things are not always what they
seem, and Mr. Ewing's projeet is not the
sound cconomi¢ proposition it appears
to be on his presentation of the case,
Boiled down, Mr. Ewing’s propoesal is not
10 extend East Perth power station, but to
erect a power station at Collie and to elec-
trify the whole State. Lot me take the first
point. The idea of closing down, or of
making the East Perth power house par-
tially non-effective even under Mr. BEwing’s
scheme ¢ould not be wisely entertained.
With a power station at Collie, Fast Perth
power station would also have to be kept
in full service in order t> avoid trouble. It
requires only a minute’s thought te perceive
that it would be very risky to have a 120-
mile transmission line as the only souree of
supply. A heavy storm or a stray rifle bullet,
or any of a seore of other oceurrences might
create an interruption and eavse a total
shut down over the whole metropolitan area.
Not only would the people be without light
in snch a contingency, hut every factory
and every workshop in the metropolis, and
in the other distriets to be served would
be idle until the defeet was discovered and
remedied.

Hon, J. Ewing:
the line?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member did not put wup that proposition,
Had he donc =0, T would have been in an
even hetter position to prove that his pro-
posal is not, and could not he, an economi-
cal one.

Could not they duplicate

Hon. A, Lovekin: How do they manage in
other places?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: e shall
come to that presently., While Melhonrne
is drawing power from Yallowrn it must
he remembered that it doe= not rely solely
on Ya'llmrr, Tt hae taken fine «are to make
provision for econtinnity of supplies in case
at any time Yallourn faile. Tn Xelhourne



